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LECTURE I. 

ON REPENTANCE, &C. ADDKGSSED TO CHIL- 
DREN. 

("First Sunday in LeriLj 

Psalm Wiii. 3. 

I " They go astray as suoti as they be born, speaking; 

I This is the account which the Psalmist 
' gives of the cliildren of wicked men in 
his day. He does not, indeed, wish it to 
be inferred tliat the children of righteous 
parents are by nature better than these, 
but he accounts for the early wickedness 
of some children above others — they re- 
Lceive no checks from parents or teachers, 



and lience they go so soon astray from 
the ways of virtue and religion, even dur- 
ing the earliest days in wliicli they be- 
come capable of exercising reason. If, 
happily, all children do not thus early turn 
aside into the ways of sin, they owe much 
of their preservation from open vice, dur- 
ing childhood, to the care which the minis- 
ters of religion have taken to provide in- 
struction for their fathers and mothers; and 
the opportunities they atford them to learn 
to read the Bible, and to gain a knowledge 
of the law of God, and of the gospel of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. David declared 
that of himself, which is equally true of 
each one of us, " Behold I was sliapen in 
iniquit)', and in sin did my mother con- 
ceive me." (Psalm li. 6.) And again, " I 
have gone astray like a sheep that is lost." 
This is the case with every one of us; 
yet we are mercifully invited by God to 
return to the Shepherd and Bishop of our 
souls. Though such be our corrupt 
nature, and such the early tendency of 



I our hearts, Jesus and his Apostles invite 
OS to repent and believe the gospel. 
We are again entered upon the season 

[ of Lent, which is a time set apart by 
large portion of the universal church 
of Christ, for fasting, repentance, and 
prayer. The season of Lent calls upon 
the members of our church to consider the 
doctrine of repentance. It is, therefore, 
my intention, by the help of God, to era- 

I ploy the Sundays in Lent, to set forth the 
necessity of repentance toward God, its 

I advantages, and the means of promoting 

■^t in persons of different ages and con- 

f ditions in life. 

The present sermon will have reference 

I to children. To you, my dear children, 

I I now address myself. This discourse is 
I intended for your special benefit. The 
I prophet David declares of children, who 
I are not carefully watched, diligently 
I taught, and earnestly prayed for, that 
I *' they go astray as soon as they be born, 

kpeakiog lies." This awful declaration 
b2 



is, I fear, too true of you ; and it is still 
more fearfully true of those who do 
not receive christian instruction ; " for 
a child left to himself bringeth his mother 
to sliame." You need early education, 
for "foolishness is bound up in the heart 
of a child, but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from him." However much 
you may dislike the labour of learning, 
the Scripture tells you, " that the soul be 
without knowledge it is not good." -^ 



In this Lecture we shall notice ^ 

I. The necessity of repentance before 
God, and of faith in Christ, to children. 

II. The benefits which children obtain 
by them. 

III. Some means of promoting thes( 
graces in children. 
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I, The necessity of repentance before 
God, and of faith in Christ, to children. 

When the inuocency of cliildren is 
noted in the Bible, it is to be understood 



as something comparative, and not abso. 

I lute. Cliildren are sinners not only by 

Dthe imputation of Adam's transgression, 

but they are partakers of original sin, and 

hence they have dispositions and lustings 

towards evil, which earlyshow themselves, 

|by anger, jealousy, deceit, covetousness, 

^nd selfishness. 

1. The Bible history shows this to be 
(iQie case. 

Not long after Adam and Eve sinned 
paradise by eating of the forbidden 
fruit, and thus fell from their original 
Jaghteousness, Eve bare Cain, who be- 
ams the murderer of his brother Abel, 
' and though such a crime had not before 
been known in the earth. *' And where- 
asre slew he him ?" " Because his own 
^orks were evil, and his brother's righ- 
You see Cain became wicked, not 
by bad example, but by following the 
devices and desires of his own heart. 
^K In Gen. v. 3, we read, that when "Adam 
^bas one hundred and thirty years old, be 

mu 
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begat a son in bis own likeness, after his 
image, and called his name Seth." Wlien 
Adam was made at the first, he possessed 
the image and likeness of God ; these he 
lost by his sin in the garden of Eden, and 
no image and likeness remained to him 
but those defaced by sin. Seth, there- 
fore, was born in sin, and was subject to 
death. But Seth was made good by the^ 
Lord. You also, my dear children, arfl?9 
born evil, but you may be made good, by 
being born again : and indeed "you must 
be born again before you can enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." You have rw 
ceived theoutward and visible sign, in bapa 
tism, of the washing of regeneration, but ' 
you must have the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, the " inward and spiritual grace; 
a death unto sin, and a new birth uutdj 
righteousness." 

You must not think that those children 
only who were bom before the world was 
drowned by the waters of a flood, were 
born in sin. See again what Got! saytff 



into 
lapnS 



saytfS 



of man after the family of Noah came 
forth from the ark. " I will not again 
curse the ground any more for man's sake ; 
for the imagination of man's heart is evil 
from his youtli." (Gen. viii. 21.) The 
original Hebrew is still more strongly ex- 
pressed : " The imagination of man's heart 
is evil from his earliest infancy." 

Children are by nature disposed to 
I evil ; they are inclined to break God's com- 
mandments, " they go astray as .soon as 
they be born ;" hence Solomon says, "The 
I rod and reproof give wisdom." 

After Abraham became the father of 

I the faithful, he had a son born to him 

called Isaac, and the Lord commanded 

him to circumcise him when he was only 

eight days old. If there had been no sin 

I in infants, the Lord would not have ap- 

[ pointed them to receive so painful a rite 

I as that of circumcision. By this we learn 

f that children must be early cut otl' from 

I sin, and separated to the service of God. 

I As children among the Jews received the 
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rite of circumcision, so you were baptisei 
while you were very young, to show that 
you must be washed from original sin. 

2. We shall see the necessity of repen- 
tance in children, as we view some early 
examples of wickedness in them, and the 
judgments which the Almighty sent upon 
them, in consequence of their offences. 

When God drowned the world for the 
wickedness of mankind, the children pe- 
rished, not one was saved alive in the ark. 
Also when God overthrew the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah by fire from heaven, 
the children perished as well as the pa- 
rents. In the history of the prophet 
Elisha we have a remarkable instance of 
God's severity to children for their sins ; 
as you read in 2 Kings ii. 23, 24, " And 
Elisha went up from thence to Bethel; 
and as he was going up by the way, there 
came forth little children out of the city, 
and mocked him, and said to him, Go up, 
thou bald-head; go up, thou bald-head. 
And he turned back and looked upoi 
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them, and cursed tbem ia the name of the 
Lord. And therecame forth two she bears 
Out of the wood, and tare forty and two 
children of them.'' You see that children 
may be punished with death by a just and 
holy God. Fear before htm, and repent 
;oefore him, for all your wickedness. From 
the above examples of God's just judg'- 
tnent upon wicked children see your own 
beed of repentance. Do not say in your 
beart, I am not old enough to be punished 
[or ray sins. You may be great sinners, 
hough you be only children. Yoii may 
W young children of falsehood, young 
ihildren of anger and passion, and re- 
renge — young children of covetous prac- 
jces — young children of rebellion, ob- 
ttinacy, and disobedience. You may show 
Qany sinful tempers to your fathers and 
pothers, -to your teachers, and to your 
|>iritual pastors and masters. For these, 
tod for that evil heart from which they 
^riog, you must repent and turn to God, 
md do works meet for repentance. 
B 5 
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11. Seeing tlien that all children areb; 
nature evil, and yet we read in the Bible 
of some good children, we direct you to 
consider the benefits which children ob- 
tain by repeating of their sins before Got 
and believing in his Son Jesus Christ. 

Too many, alas ! seem to think thai 
children have nothing to do with repeni 
ance for sin, or with faith in Jesus, and 
love to him. They think it enough if 
children say their prayers, and learn the 
Creed, and the Ten Command men ti 
But children must be taught to iove thi 
doctrines and commandments of God, as 
well as to learn them. How many of 
mankind die when they are children ! 
almost half of those who are born. Surely 
these " need to be born again." They 
must be born of water and of the Spirit; 
for our Saviour says, " Verily I say unto 
you, except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God." Yon must become, 
sorry for your sins — you must believe ii 
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Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of them — 
you must love the Saviour who died to 
redeem you, and all mankind. You must 
love the Redeemer, and pray to him who 
rose again from the dead on the third day, 
and who ia now sitting at the right hand of 
God, to pray for you ; from whence he 
will come at the last day to judge both 
the quick and the dead. In this way you 
may by the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the fel- 
lowship of the Holy Ghost, become good 
and godly children. There liave been 
I good children, as young as you, who 
[ compose the Sunday-school. There have 
been children as young as many of you 
\ are, who have wept for their sins with the 
I tears of true repentance. Let me direct 
I you to a few. 

I . Samuel. — In him we have an example 

I of one who became pious at au early age : 

he served before the Lord and waited 

upon Eli the priest, when lie was but ii 

child. In 1 Sam. iii. 4 — 8, we are told, 
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'* That the Lord called Samuel, and I 
answered. Here am I." The Lord called 
him a second, third, and fourth time, " then 
Samuel answered. Speak, for thy servant 
hearetb." ^muel was now no older 
than some of you Sunday-school boys, 
yet the Lord told him more than he told 
Eli the priest. You caunot begin reli- 
;?ion too young; but alas! you may begfl 
gin it too late. fl 

2. Abijah wasbutachild whenhe diedi^ 
and yet we read, (1 Kings, xiv. 13,) 

" that in him there was fbuud some good 
thing toward the Lord God of Israel." 
There must be some good thing found in 
your hearts, or you cannot go to heaven 
when you die. Such good thing you 
cannot have without *' the grace of God 
preventing you, that you may have 
good will" to seek it, as a free giflfrooi 
the Lord, who will give his Holy Spiri 
to them that ask him. 

3. Josiah is presented to us as an ei^ 
ample of early piety. In 2 ChromcIe( 
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xxxiv. 3, we read, " For in the eighth 
year of his reign, when he was yet young, 
he began to seek after the God of David 
his Father." You may begin to be truly 
religious, at an earlier age than that in 
which Josiah sought after the Lord. 

4. The example of Timothy serves to 
show how profitably religion may be culti- 
vated in early life. St. Paul in his second 
epistle to Timothy chap. iii. 15, says, 
" And that from a child, thou hast known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus." The 
knowledge which Timothy so early ac- 
quired, rendered biin, by the blessing of 
the Lord, au eminent minister of the 
gospel, while he was a young man. 
Hence St. Paul says to him, " Let no 
man despise thy youth." Let your youth- 
ful days be seasoned with religion ; " for 
it is good for a man to bear the yoke in 
his youth." 

5. Look at John the Baptist, who was 
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a good child, even from his birtb : for it 
is said, " And the child grew, and waxei 
strong in spirit." He was sauctifiedi 
from his birth ; and at that early period, 
he needed to be " waslied. to be sancti- 
lied, to be justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God." 
We need the same, my dear children ; 
may God mate us in earnest to obtaiii 
these mercies, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

III. Let us now notice ,some meani 
which you should use to promote repent! 
ance and faith. 

L Learn the need you have to repeoi 
of your sins, and to pray to Jesus Christ 
If you were to die as young as the Sun-" 
day-school boy died, or as the little girH 
died, could you die happily without r 
pentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord JesusChrist? You could notj 
you would be afraid to die. You would. 

* These were two children who died in the parish, 
1833, and who belonged lo the Sunday -school 
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be full of Irouble. Do not hide this from 
yourselves, that you have sinned, and that 
you must rejient-- that you have no just 
reason to hope that it shall be well with 
you in death, and at the judgment seat of 
Christ, except you believe in Jesus who 
I died for your sins, and who rose again for 
your j ustitication . 

2, Learn to pray to God the Father, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, to give 
I you his Holy Spirit, that he may make 
[ in you a new heart. 

" You must be born again " — you 
must have your hearts renewed by the 
I Lord, before you can love Christ, and his 
\ salvation. When God gives you his 
Holy Spirit, you will love to pray to him, 
[ and to read the Bible ; you will love to 
I come to church, and to join in the prayers, 
land the singing: you will hear sermons 
I with profit and pleasure. 

My dear children, when you say your 
[ prayers, think of God—" Our Father 
I who is in heaven," to whom you pray. 
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When you say the Lord's Prayer, thinff 
of Jesus Christ who made it, and who 
now prays for you at the right hand of 
God : think of tLe Holy Ghost, without 
whose help you cannot truly repent of 
your sins, or obtain the salvation of your 
souls. 

3. Shut your eyes and your ears agaiaMJ 
evil. 

Bad children often say bad wordsl 
turn away your ears from them, and 
away from their compauy ; for, ** 
communications corrupt good manners. 
Bad children do things which are evil 
and sinful, and hurtful to themselv< 
and which are very injurious to those whi 
see them done. Much of that which we 
call virtue, in children as well as in 
grown up persons, consists in ignorance 
of vice. Von must not therefore look at 
wicked children when they do sinful 
things, lest you learn to do the same. 
You may easily get bad habits, but yoq 
cannot easily break them oif when theyJ 
are once formed. 
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4. You must seek to be withtliem that 
fear the Lord, especially with good 
fathers, and mothers, and teachers, and 
ministers of religion. Solomon tells you 
this truth : " He that walketh with wise 
men shall be wise ; but a companion of 
fools shall be destroyed." (Prov. xiii. 20.) 

The company of good children will not 
hurt you, if it does not lead you to 
neglect your present duty ; and you are 
careful to learn good from theni. Much 
play and sport will not, however, increase 
your happiness, or prepare you for a life of 
real eojoyment. Von desire to be raised 
above the lowest state of want, but the 
wisest of meu tells us, in Prov. xxi. 17, 

He that loveth pleasure, shall be a poor 
.InaD ; he that loveth wine and oil, shall 
hot be rich." If you love play, you are 
in danger of forgetting religion, which is 
to you as well as all other persons, " the 
one thing needful," You have the exam- 
ple of our blessed Saviour in this matter. 
He began, iu early life, to ask questions 
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oi'those who were much older than hiraS 
self, as well as to give wise answers to 
those who questioned him ; hence St. 
Luke, ii. 47, adds, " And all that heard j 
him were astonished at his understant^f 
ing and answers." ^ 

5. You must read your Bible, and 
other good books as much as you can. 
These will furnish you with the know- 
ledge of God and of his Son Jesus Christ, 
— these will nourish up your minds in faith 
and in good doctrine. When children 
have once had their minds stored with the 
holy Scriptures, and they have been train- 
ed up in habits of daily prayer to God, 
they seldom sin as tlie wicked do, so as 
to take any lasting pleasure in its pur- 
suit. 

APPLICATION. ^M 

We have endeavoured to show to chil- 
dren the necessity they are under to re- 
pent of their sins before God. We have 
seen that children may be so wicked, as 



LECTDRE I. 



19 



to be cut off for their crimes, as those who 
were toru in pieces by wild beasts for 
mocking God's prophet. We have given 
some examples of early religion, in the 
persons of Samuel and others. We have 
pointed out some means of working re- 
pentance and faith in children ; but, after 
all, we must pray to God to make our in- 
structions useful to you, " without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy." May 
God, therefore, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, make this sermon a blessing to 
you, and may this application still further 
promote your piety, while we offer a 
few words, 

I. To children. Hear us once more, 
my dear children. You must die. This 

' event may happen to you while you are 
only children. What will become of you, 
if you go astray as soon as you are born, 
speaking lies? Unless you repent and 
turn to God, according to your capacity 

I to exercise faith and repentance, you 
must, after death, have your place and 
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punisliment with the devil and his angels. 
Flee then, I pray you, from the wrath to 
come. Begin this day to pray to Jesus 
Christ to give you a new heart, and to 
fit you for his heavenly kingdom. Then 
it will be well with you at all times, in 
childhood, and in youth, and in growing 
years, if God is pleased to extend your 
lives — then "all things will work together 
for good to you who love God," No- 
thing shall harm you, seeing you are fol- 
lowers of that which is good. 

2. To parents. O ye fathers and mo- 
thers, you have much duty laid upon you 
i in regard to your children. If you set 

I them an example of wickedness, how can 

I you be freed from the charge of cruelty 
B towards them ?" " They ask of you 
B bread, and you give them a stone." You 
H hurt their souls, while you feed and clothe 
H their bodies. Beware that you be not 
^K partakers of their sins. See that you 
^B behave vourselves wisely towards them 
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tliem, and that they learn no evil ways 
from you. 

Teach them the knowledge of God at 

[ home ; talk to theiu of the importance and 

" necessity of religion, botli to yourselves 

and to them. Explain to tliem the uses 

■ of learning, both human and divine. 

I Teach them the benefits of obedience and 

submission to the powers that be, to the 

king and to all that are put in authority 

under liim. Remember, tliat if your 

children do not learn good from you, they 

will learn evil. Children are peculiarly 

I creatures of imitation, the sentiments 

I which they utter are frequently an echo 

[ of those which they have repeatedly heard 

I from their parents. 

Pray for your children, that God would 
I give them his Holy Spirit— yea, pray with 
Ithem. It is the duty of parents to pray 
[for their children; what then shall we 
I say to you who do not pray for your- 
i selves ? How can you be heard when 
lyou pray for your children? The godly 



parent may indeed bope to be heard 
" For the effectual fervent prayer of 
righteous man availeth mucli." 

3. To Christians who do not susts 
the oflSce of parents. 

You have large duties to perform 
wards children — you are bound to 
them all the good you can. There s 
but few more numerous, more difBcult, 
more necessary duties^ than those whicli 
Christians, in general, owe to children. 
Tliey are ignorant ; as you have oppor- 
tunity, you are bound to provide means 
for their instruction. They need line 
upon line, and precept upon precept, that 
they may learn to fear the Lord, and you 
must not neglect to bear a part of the 
burden of teaching them. It is your 
duty to pray for children, that God would 
be pleased to convert them, while they 
are young. You owe also an approving 
look, and a word of encouragement to 
those families, who make endeavours t&- 
bring up their children in the fear of 
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Lord. See that you make roucli of them 
that fear the Lord ; and let your prayers 
be united with ours, **that our sons may 
be as plants grown up in their youth, and 
that our daughters may be as comer- 
stones, polished after the similitude of a 
palace/^ 
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ADDRESSED TO THOSE IN EARLY YOUTH. 
(Second Sunday in Lent.) 

Luke xv. 21. 

" And the Son said unto him, Father, 1 have sinned 
against heaven^ and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy sou." 

The parable, of which the text forms a 
part, is full of instruction, especially to 
youth. In it we discover, that ^^the 
pleasures of sin are but for a season ;" — 
the early shame and degradation which 
follow youthful transgressions,— the dread- 
ful state to which they often reduce them- 
selves, before they come to any wise re- 
flection, — the reckless measures they 
adopt in order to secure present gratifi- 
cations, — their total forgetfulness, that 
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short hours of joy, and years of pain," 
Iftttend every deviation from a virtuous 
life. We see, in the Prodigal Son, the 
idanger youth are in from a proud heart, 
and from habits of dissipation and excess. 
"We see the folly of refusing to return 
ito the ways of virtue and religion, on 
le first rebukes of God in his providen- 
4ial dealings toward theni — the sin of 
hating to be reproved and of refusing to 
bear chastisement from the good and vir- 
tuous part of mankind. We further see, 
jn the case of the Prodigal Son, that the 
^bief difficulty which youthful offenders 
!^ave in returning to the paths of religion 
and virtue, is iu themselves. Sin and 
guilt fill them with distrust towards the 
^authors of their being— so strangely do 
^Kbey miscalculate a parent's heart. The 
^■point is important to be noted both 
^By parents and children: " And he 
^Brose and came to his father. But 
^^ffhen he was yet a great way off, liis 
father saw him, and had compassion. 
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and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him." 

These particulars in the parable are 
highly valuable, and very important to be 
understood by all. To-day, however, we 
have cliiefly to do with youth. We come 
to call youth to repentance. The Lord 
Jesus spake this parable, that it might 
remain as a memorial of his sentiments 
respecting what the world call the gaie- 
ties of youth ; but which are in reality 
vices, which call for immediate correction. 
These, alas! are frequently viewed with 
indulgence ; they grow withthe growth of 
the body, and strengthen with the strength 
of the various faculties of the soul; so 
that man, through the influence of his sin- 
ful habits, becomes "like the deaf adder, 
which will not hearken to the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never so wisely." 

The season of youth follows that of 
childhood and terminates with manhood. 
It is that period in human life, when the 
body thrives more rapidly, and strengthens 
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itself, till it grows to its full stature. It 
is the time when the faculties of the mind, 
especially those prompted by curiosity — 
perception, imitation, and memory, are 
most powerful. 

My dear young friends, youth is with 
,you the season of hope and high expec- 
tation; but with your parents and guar- 
dians, it is a time of fear and anxiety. 
I Let parents speak to youth, and urge 
apon them the duty of attending upon the 
worship of God with seriousness and 
Icvotion. Levity is one of the great 
nares of youth. Let me warn you 
jgainst indulging in a light and trilling 
pirit. Whenever you read your Bibles, 
be serious ; when you pray to God, be 
Mrious ; when you attend public worship 
the hearing of sermons, be serious, 
lolomon gives this sound advice to you ; 
f Keep thy foot when thou goest to the 
©use of God, and be more ready to bear 
to give the sacrifice of fools, for 
tey consider not that they do evil." 
c 2 




In considering the subject of repa 
aiice as incumbent upon youth, who have 
given no decisive evidences of conver- 
sion, we beg you to observe, 1st, your 
real characters in the estimation of God, 
and hence your need of repentance: 
2ndly, the benefits which may be deri?i 
from the confession of your sins. 
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1. We beg you to observe your real 
characters in the estimation of God 
lience your need of repentance, 

You heard in the preceding lectui 
what God thought of your character and 
conduct when you were cliildren, apart 
from the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewingof the Holy Ghost. " The imagi- 
nation ofman's heart is evil from hisyouth." 
How have you differed from these ? Have 
your childhood and youth been marked 
with a regard to religion, which has distin- 
guished you from the generality of the chil- 
dren in the village or the neighbourhoi 
where you live? This must be the ci 
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unless we could suppose, that the greater 
number of children, as tiiey grow up to be- 
come young men and womeiij show by 
iltheir lives that they are converted. Oo 
you reckon yourselves to have no need of 
repentance toward God, and contrition of 
heart, for the sin of your nature, and the 
«ins of your life? If you judge your- 
selves by the perfect law of God, you 
will confess, " Our youth is stained with 
"Hiany crimes." Those who are pure in 
their own eyes, would tell us, they need 
3 repentance, because they are as good 
1 others. But you will do well to re- 
lember, that the words of Christ are 
fequally true as they regard youth, as 
when they are applied to men advanced 
in life. "Wide is the gate, and broad 
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
lany there be which go in thereat ; be- 
luse strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
ay, which leadeth unto life, and few 
lere be that find it." Are you, my young 
lends, keeping company with the many, 



or the few ? Do you think with the man]^ 
or the few? Do you adopt the opinions 
of the majority, as to the place which re- 
ligion should occupy in the minds of 
youth ? Do you ente^-tain a love to reli- 
gion, to the Bible, to prayer to God, and 
to the way in which good christian fami- 
lies live, like the virtuous youth of whom 
you read in sacred and profane history, 
or like the thoughtless multitude ? Do you 
in your outward conduct imitate them, or 
do you rather follow the giddy multitude, 
and do some things, which you know to be 
evil, and others, about which you are 
afraid to inquire lest you should find them 
to be forbidden, and this, because you 
have no resolution to forsake them ? 

You are not at liberty to view religion 
as a matter of indifference ; you must 
have it, or you cannot be either safe or 
happy i and in order to attain it, you 
must have repentance. " Repent ye and 
believe the Gospel ;" this not only contains 
a solemn command, but it prescribes the 
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order in which the two chief parts of per- 
sonal religion must be sought. You are 
in danger of losing all the advantages yoii 
have obtained by the sacrament of bap- 
tism, and of falling under the displeasure 
of God. Let us reason over this im- 
portaat subject, for religion is consonant 
to right reason, and suited to promote 
your permanent happiness. 

You are a young man, oue of those 
who have received a better education 
"tiian the poor can obtain : you have had 
"(he discipline and training, which the nur- 
:0eries of religious and useful learning 
.provide. You have read some part of the 
Bible. You have not learned the bad 
liabits which are too often contracted be- 
■fore boys leave school- — you have not of- 
fended your parents, nor disappointed 
[fteir reasonable expectations respecting 

[JOU. 

Young persons, especially young men, 
voder such circumstances, may think they 
lave no need of repentance toward God ; 
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they may suppose that they have no 
great occasion to take up the resolution 
of the Prodigal in the parable connected 
with the text, and apply it to God their 
heavenly Father. " I will arise and go 
to my Father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son." Before you de- 
termine too hastily, think what has been 
the state of your mind toward God all 
this time. " God looketh at the heart^l 
Have you loved God, the Father, tUH 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, with the love 
they deserved from you ? Perhaps you 
have not cared to become more intimately 
acquainted with the ministers of religion. 
You have been afraid lest they should 
speak to you on the subject of your bap- 
tismal vows and promises, or lest they 
should put to you such questions, as 
would lead you to betray a culpable ig- 
norance of the chief articles of the chri^ 
tian religion. 
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Have you not been brought under the 
dominion of some sins, called by St. 
Paul the works of the flesh? (Gal. v. 
19, Stc.) Those who live in the frequent 
practice of any sins, are said to be 
tied, and bound with the chain of their 
BtQs :" these are, alas ! witling captives. 
They are full of guilt, suspicion, anxiety, 
«nd fear — yea, also of aversion from those 
ministers of religion and godly persons 
who would assist them to flee from the 
-wrath to conie. O my young friends, do 
lot trifle in such circumstances, lest your 
labite of sin become inveterate; and when 
'God proceeds to reckon with you for your 
■^negligences and ignorances, you be like, 
£sau, who " found no place of repent- 
ance, though he sought it carefully with 
♦ears." 

There may be others amoug you, 
rho do not rise so high in the scale 
if morals and religious knowledge as 
he young men to whom we have al- 
aded. 

c6 
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You, alas ! learned but little of yool 
duty either toward God, or toward your 
neighbour, when you were children. You 
early withdrew yourselves from restraint, 
and discipline, and learning. How many 
of this class of young men are found in 
the lower walks of life ! A great number 
of the young men who are manufacturers, 
and mechanics, as well as those employed 
in agriculture, rise no higher in religious 
knowledge and practice. The disorderly 
and immoral conduct of young men, dis- 
turbs the quiet of the Sabbath-day in our 
towns and villages ; they even interrupt 
tlie solemnity of divine worship, at one 
time, by their levity and rudeness, and 
at another, by their drowsiness and 
slumbers. 

Alas! if these words reach the ears of 
any such, let us warn you of your danger, 
in that you have joined company with the 
sons of Belial. Sin and misrule have 
taken hold of you ; you have become, as 
it were, traders in evil. We call upoo 
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you this day to repent; and, blessed be 
Godj there is repentaoce for you, if you 
will now do no more wickedly — if you 
will hearken unto counsel and be wise. 
" Take with you words and turn unto 
[ the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
L you." 

j But we turn to the young females who 
P form a most important moiety of the risiug 
generation. Let us suppose we address 
J a reapectable young woman. Perhaps, 
I you say. My parents speak well of me — 
I my relations love me, and my own heart 
does not condemn me, as having been 
wicked. I have no thought that God is 
angry with me, for if ever I did wrong, I 
was sorry forit afterwards. When I was 
at school, I said my prayers, and learned 
my catechism, and though I do not read 
my Bible as often as I should do, nor say 
my prayers so regularly as I used to do 
when I was younger, when I am settled 
ip life I shall be better disposed to these 
K tbiDgs. If we tell such that they are in ^ 
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great danger of losing their souls, and 
that God is angry with them, they think 
we are harsh and unjust. 

This is the way in which many young 
women endeavour to satisfy themselves, 
that they need not repentance. You 
may indeed have all the virtues you pre- 
sume upon ; you may be superior to 
others as it regards exemption from evil 
propensities, yet, you must remember, 
that God requires truth in the inward 
parts. « 

When you were baptized, you " pral 
mised, by your sureties, to renounce the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world, and ail the 
sinful lusts of the flesh," Have you ful- 
filled this vow and promise? Youackoow- 
ledge in your catechism, that you are com- 
manded by the Lord, " to submit your- 
selves to all your governors, spiritual pas- 
tors, and masters :" have you done so? 
When you were invited to go to your mi- 
nister for instruction, preparatory to a 
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firmatioD, did you obey the call? Must 
not one, and another answer, no, to these 
questions? Then you have been disobe- 
dient to your best earthly benefactors. 
Others may be able to say, we were con- 
firmed when we were young. Did you, 
after confirmation, seek a due preparation 
of heart, that you might come to the sacra- 
ment of the supper of the Lord. If you 
deemed yourselves to be unfit, did you 
seek to be made fit ? Did you try any 
means which were recommended to you, 
that you might draw near to the holy 
^communion in the exercise of faith, 
hope, and charity ? Did you not rather 
begin to make excuses for delaying to offer 
.np yourselves to the Lord? Then your 
learts deceived you, and you became 
liardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. Sin became more familiar to you, 
■religion and prayer more irksome, till, at 
length, it may be, you have left off prayer 
and the practice of religion. 

If these be any thing like the circum- 



38 LECTURE II. 



1 



stances in which you are found, you 
accounted by God as enemies to him — as 
despisers of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
as those that resist the Holy Gbost; and 
unless you repent of your sin in making 
light of Christ, and in not seeking first 
the kingdom of God, aud his righteous- 
ness, you must perish. The invitation of 
the gospel is, however, graciously con- 
tinued to you, " Be ye reconciled unto 
God." 

Take another case ; suppose you are a 
daughter of parents, who have some fear 
of God. You are not able to say, you 
never gave your father or mother any un- 
easiness. You were perhaps obsti- 
nate, and indulged in bad tempers when 
you were younger, and as you advanced 
in years, you became headstrong and im- 
patient of controul — you have felt more 
pleasure in the company of those who 
laugh at serious piety, than in the company 
of those who fear the Lord. As for the 
Bible, and secret prayer, and self-exaraLr 
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nation, you have neglected them. Alas ! 
yoii are dead in trespasses and sins ; you 
have in effect said unto God, " Depart 
from us, for we desire not the knowledge 
of thy ways." Godly ministers call upon 
you to repent and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out; for you are 
joined to idols which you have set up in 
your heart. 

Most young persons who are not living 
in the daily exercise of repentance, may 
be ranged under these heads or classes of 
youth ; if 80, then, we have proved that 
you are under the necessity of repenting 
of your sins and of confessing them' 
Wnto the Lord. You must, my young 
ftiends, lay open your hearts unto the 
'Lord in your prayers to him for mercy 
rttnd salvation, through Jesus Christ. You 
must not content yourselves to confess 
■some sins, and to hide others. You must 
not cover the deformity of sin from your- 
selves. Yoa must trace up the sins that 
tave appeared in your life, to the fault of 
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a corrupt and fallen nature, as David did, 
when he said, " Behold I was sbapen in 
iniquity, and io sin did my mother con- 
ceive me." You must in your confes- 
sions, feel, as well as say, " Behold I am 
vile !" Each of you will be obliged to 
confess to the Lord io some such words 
as these ; " I have been perfidious in my 
conduct towards the Lord — I have robbed 
God, I have wronged my own soul — I 
have abused my reason, and understand- 
ing, and conscience — I have tasted of for- 
bidden pleasure or gain, after 1 knew it 
to be forbidden — 1 have, like Sampson, 
laid me down on the lap of pleasure, and 
have gone to sleep in ain — I have been 
overcome of evil, and have thence become 
guilty and fearful : — I have felt this to be 
true, that " The wicked fleeth when no 
man pursueth, but the righteous is bold 
as a lion." Then you must humble your- 
self, you must be content to accept of 
mercy and forgiveness on the terms of the 
gospel. You must receive pardon as 
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■free gift from God, without money and 
►without price. You must account your- 
fcselfas one of the chief of sinners. You 
iiust, with the Prodigal, be willing lo be 
isaved among the most unworthy : " make 
Lme as one of thy hired servants," 

You must with all your heart aim and 
Jiurpose to have done with sin; you must 
be unwilling to leave any root of it in 
your hearts. These are hard sayings to 
l.'those who have no deep and abiding 
persuasions of their entire need of mercy 
ttnd salvation. No man can thus turn 
pnto Christ, unless he be taught by the 
Holy Ghost. Reformation of some out- 
(pard parts of a person's conduct may be 
nade by the force of moral persuasion, 
but the heart will remain as it was be- 
For this entire change, you must 
fcry as David did, " Create in me a clean 
pieart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
irithin me." 

Those who think to do less thau this 
will deceive themselves, as persons having 



42 LECTURE II. 



] 



only aformofgodliuess: "CantlieEthi 
pian cliange his skin, or tlie leopard liis 
spots ?'* You cannot hope for a cure, 
without being made sensible of your 
disease, and longing to be healed. May 
each of you have to say respecting your- 
selves in this matter, " I said, I will con- 
fess my transgressions unto tlie Lord, and 
thou forgavest the iniquities of my sin." 

II. We proceed to consider the j 
bene6ts of confession of sin. 

I. It affords an evidence of the sine* 
rity of our hearts towards God. Thoai 
who are under the dominion of s 
deavour to impose upon God. They 
confess some sins, they deny others; 
they treat the character of their actions 
with partiality ; though they allow, they 
design no good by what they do, they 
deny that they are to be blamed for this. 
Ifthey disobey some commandments of 
God, they think to excuse themselves 
from guilt, by professing to do more than 
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they are reqaired by God, in other re- 
spects. But if a young person says, I 
will confess all my sins, I will offer no 
excuse, I will not lessen my offences, 
though they render me vile in my own 
eyes, then he ventures to treat God 
with confidence, and he may hope that 
the greatness of his sins will not pre- 
vent him from obtaining mercy through 
Jesus Christ He may indeed draw an 
argument from tliis very circumstance, as 
David did, saying, " Lord, pardon 
mine iniquity, for it is great." 

2. The full confession of your sin will 
|iiend to destroy the dominion of sin over 
yoa. 

When you have, with tears, confessed 
tbose sins to which you may be inclined 

your nature, and tempted to by Satan, 
'oa will be better able to resist them. 
Yon may, by the help of the Lord, be able 
to say, " How shall I do this great wick- 

Eand sin against God 1" Then, 
wilt not suffer yon to be tempted 



I 

thos 




LECTURE n. 

above that yon are aMe, but will witli the 
temptation make a way to escape, that 
yon may be able to bear it." 

3. Another great benefit of the confes- 
sion of your sins to God, is, that it brings 
you into the order, which God has appoint- 
ed, in which he will bestow spiritual bless- 
ings upon sinners of mankind. He first 
causes sinners to feel their wounds, then 
he pours into them, as it were, " oil and 
wine." He will have all true penitents 
to sow in tears, before they reap in joy. 
Tears accompany the first breathings of 
the new life of grace in the soul. These 
tears of sorrow for sin will, however, be 
quickly followed by those of joy. "Weep- 
ing," says the divine Psalmist, " may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning." 

1st. The first of these blessings, is a 
good hope of pardon and acceptance with 
God, through Jesus Christ. This hope 
is weak in some, strong in others. It 
rises to confidence in some, in others it 
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seldom reaches beyond a " peradventure 
the Lord will look upon me in mercy at 
the last," will pardon me, and save me 
from the wrath to come. Yet, in its 
feeblest exercises, it is a hope, which is 
as " an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
stedfast, and which entereth into that 
which is within the veil." (Heb. vi. 19.) 
It has been well observed, that the ship 
is drawn to the place where the anchor 
rests, and that the anchor is not drawn 
by means of the cable, in the first in- 
stance, to the ship : so all who believe in 
Hesas Christ will be drawn to Leaven 
BWiere he, who is their hope, is. 

2nd. By confession of sins to God 

through Jesus Christ, the comforts of the 

_^oly Spirit are bestowed upon Christians. 

Ve cannot indeed tell the exact mode in 

hich the Holy Spirit comforts the hearts 

bd minds of those who truly believe in 

tesus Christ, yet the fact is certain. There 

i other things in which our knowledge 

■ils us. We should be much at a loss, 
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if we were obliged to explain how the fire 
warms us, or water allays our thirst, yet 
we experience the result in either case as 
certain and uniform. All who turn to 
God by repentance, faith, and confession 
of sin, receive the Holy Spirit. He 
dwells in Christians; and his presence 
makes the soul a little heaven. Gnilt is 
removed, and our comfort in attending 
upon the service of God is augmented. 
The duties of private prayer, and the 
reading of the Scriptures, yield happiness 
to the mind. There is joy experienced 
in the presence of the Holy Spirit, and a 
fear lest he should leave us. " Take not 
thy Holy Spirit from us." 

The necessity of repentance and con- 
fession of sins has been set before you, 
ray yoong friends ; the nature and extent 
of true confession of sins to God, and 
some benefits which result to those who 
perform these things. Let us entreat you 
to *' remember your Creator in the days 
of your youth, while the evil days come 



LECTURE II. 



*- 



not, nor the years draw nigh in the which 
you shall say, you have no pleasure in 
them." 

1. To you who have not thought seri- 
ously of the duty of repentance, the sub- 
ject is one, which involves great interests. 
" Godliness has the promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come." 
If you refuse to repent because you are 
youDg, it may be, that you shall die be- 
fore you advance beyond this period, and 
Iften where will your portion be ? Are 
you one of the tender sex, who seek for 
'lihort-lived pleasure ? St. Paul tells you, 
*' She that liveth in pleasure is dead 
while she liveth." There are no last- 
ing pleasures comparable to those of re- 
ligion. 

Are you a young man full of expecta- 
iDS of satisfaction from sensual enjoy- 
lent, and ready to break those bonds by 
•hich God has tied you to self-denial and 
itient labour ? Hear the call of the wise 
I, Solomon, to you; "Rejoice,0 young 
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man, in thy youth; and let thy heai 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in tlie ways of thine heart, and in the 
sight of thine eyes; but know thou, that 
for all these things God will bring thee 
into judgment. Therefore," &u:. 

2. We wouid address you who fear to 
run into extremes on this subject. 

You wish to be moderate in religion ; 
this plausible desire, however, may be- 
come a snare to you. Religion is com- 
pared to the possession of riches, and 
health, and friends, and long life, and 
honours; but in these you have no tear 
that you should have any excess. Why 
then should you fear to have too much of 
repentance, or faith, or holiness 1 " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thiue 
heart, and soul, and strengtb," is God's 
commandment, and you cannot exceed 
this. 

3. To those young persons who have 
begun to confess their sins unto the Lon 
we would address a few words of encoi 
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I ragement. You have done weli to begin 
thus early in the great business for which 
I you were created. You may regret that 
you did not begin earlier to seek the God 
of your fathers; but you have reason to 
be thankful that you have begun. Now 
L you are in the way to attain true happi- 
Kness, God has become your God, Christ 
Las become your Redeemer, and the Holy 
Spirit your guide and Comforter. The 
fashion of this world will quickly pass 
Haway. The judgment of Solomon will be 
Hlfound true as to the satisfaction which 
I can be derived from creatures, except as 
they are used for the glory of God and 
the benefit of our fellow creatures. " All 
is vanity and vexation of spirit." "Child- 
hood and youth are vanity. " Yea, more; 
the estimate of every sublunary thing is 
vanity. " Vanity of vanities, saith the 
preacher, all is vanity," But you have a 
goodly portion in the possession of re- 
pentance toward God, and faith toward 
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our Lord Jesus Christ. Follow the steps 
of those pious youths whose story you 
have read^ and, like them, through the 
mercy of God, your last end shall be 
peace. 
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ADDRESSED TO THOSE IN EARLY MANHOOD. 
(Third Simdai/ in Lent.) 
Acts ix, 4, 5, 
" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me 1 And he 
said, Who art thou. Lord ? And the Lord said, 
1 am JesuB whom thou persecutest : it la hard tor 
tbee to kick ag'aiust Ihe pricks." 

The tuati to whom Jesus Christ calls iu 
pthe text, had come to the age of those 
I persons whom we intend to address in 
li'our present discourse. He had arrived 

■ at man's estate : he had leH the Jewish 

■ schools^ in which he had been educated, 
I for he " was brought up at the feet of Ga- 
Imaliei;" and he was now entering upon 
I the calling for which he had been trained 
I by previous discipline. He was zealous 
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for the religion of his forefathers, and jej 
lous of those who did not strictly adhere 
to the ceremonies imposed upon its vota- 
ries. No one could dispute hia moral 
conduct, since lie was, " touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blame- 
less." How few attain to manhood with 
a character so reputable as that of Saul ! 
Yet even he, had need of repentance ; 
he was called upon to give an account of 
himself as a persecutor of Christ, in the 
person of his followers : " I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest." Alas ! how 
many such persons there are, who whi 
they begin to act for themselves in lifej 
the same time begin to persecute some 
of the ministers of the gospel of Christ, 
and endeavour to compel one or other of 
their acquaintance to forsake the paths of 
religion, and to blaspheme that worthy 
name by which they are called ! Not a 
few, in early life, become obnoxious to 
the woe denounced by the Saviour. 
" Woe to the world because of ofieocei 
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for it must needs be that offeoces come : 
but woe to that man by whom the offence 
Cometh." If it be asked, against whom 
is the offence done which Christ resents? 
he himself furnishes the answer: " But 
whoso shall offend one of these little 
ones which believe in me, it were better 
for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, aud that he were drown- 
ed in the depth of the sea." It is a 
lamentable truth, that there are in every 
age, aud in many places, persons, but 
lately come of age, who hate the liglit of 
livine truth, " neither come to the liglit, 
st they should be reproved." Some, 
ho have riches, instead of employing 
them to promote the piety of their fellow- 
■eatures, become opposers of the minis- 
rs and professors of the gospel of Jesus 
hrist. The spirit of persecution ex- 
(ibits itself in various ways. There is 
iquently a persecution of sentiment ; 
lere is a persecution carried on by the 
inguej the eye, and the countenance, 
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which grieves some, and distresses others, 
and hinders not a few from entering into 
the kingdom of heaven. There is fre- 
quently a withdrawmetitof the confidence 
and assistance, which are necessary to 
give full effect to measures for the dis- 
couragement of evil, and for promoting 
the moral and spiritual good of a parish 
or neighbourhood. 

Let those pause, who have lived from 
twenty to thirty years in the world, be- 
fore they say. We have never hindered 
the gospel of Christ — we never persuaded 
^ any to put off religion — we never spoke 

I against our spiritual pastor, because his 

■ words reproved us;— we never withheld 

I our countenance from him in his efi'orts 

I to promote religion, a greater attention 

I to the duties of public worship, and the 

I observance of the Lord's day. Many 

I have done injury to the interests ofreli- 

H gion, by slighting those who were truly 

H religious, and by speaking evil of the 

H people who professed serious piety. It 

h^_ J 
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is possible that some of you may have 
done much mischief by your example, in 
luisusiag the sabbath-day, and in neg- 
lecting the church, into the society of 
which you were baptized. And if you 
have not to lament over a mistaken zeal, 
which induced St. Paul, before his conver- 
sion, to hale meu and women to prison, 
who were determined to profess the name 
of Jesus Christ, you must not, presently, 
conclude yourselvesto be innocent in this 
particular. You ought rather to be 
thankful that the usages of society, and 
he temper of the times, have rendered 
jpTour aversion to the servants of Christ 
less offensive and injurious to them, than it 
would otherwise have been. And though 
most of you may be able to say, that you 
BjKive not, to an alarming extent, employ- 
B|K1 your tongues in speaking against re- 
^ligion and the disciples of Jesus Christ ; 
yet you may be numbered by God, who 

Eyour hearts, among those who 
T " enter into the kingdom of hea- 
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ven, nor do they suffer those to go in will 
are entering," 

A serious responsibility lies upon you, 
wlio have passed through childhood and 
youth, and have not yet given your hearts 
to God, " in whom you live, and move, 
and have your being ;" — to the Lord Jesus 
Christ who has died for you and risen 
again — and to the Holy Spirit, whose in- 
fiuences, and warnings, and drawings, you 
have resisted. 

To you the words of Jesus Christ ap- 
ply, (Rev. iii. 20,) " Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock : if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and lie with 
me." Let those who are entering upon 
life, consider this. You do not openly 
revile religion, nor persecute its follow- 
ers ; but you slight its divine Founder, 
and give a preference to present things, 
though he has said, " Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you." 
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You think you shall be able to do with- 
out religion for the present ; you there- 
fore make excuses, as those did who were 
invited to the feast : " I have bought a 
piece of ground, and 1 must needs go and 
see it : 1 pray thee have me excused :" 
or, "I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to prove them:" or, " I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot 
come." Thus you have your urgent 

I business, or your intoxicating pleasure, 
which induces you to put off religion and 
the salvation of your soul to a more con- 
venient season. It is a presumptuous sin 
to neglect the great salvation of God. 
There is guilt charged upon those who omit 
to perform the commandments of God, 
as well as upon those wlio break the po- 

^sitive precepts of God's law. " They 
tbat observe lying vanities, forsake their 
own mercies." You cannot indeed be 
too careful in consulting your own in- 
^terests. Solomon gives to each of you 
Httiis important assurance — " If thou be 
K 
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wise, thou slialt be wise for thyself: 
if tliou scornest, thou alone slialt bear it" 
Be careful to learn what is your true in- 
terest. Surely it is tbe true interest of 
every one, to have the love of God, and 
tbe grace of Christ, and the communion 
of tbe Holy Ghost, as his portion «o?y ,- 
and, in the world to come, everlasting 
life." 

If you neglect this, your true interest, 
you are foolish and disobedient. Let 
those who have entered upon tlie period 
of life, when the body has attained its full 
strength, and the faculties of the soul 
have become vigorous, beware, that they 
do not attempt to sail over the stormy sea 
of life in any other vessel, "than the ark 
of Christ's church," lest they make 
shipwreck, and lose their all. Probably 
there were many who had boats and 
rafts, when God sent a flood of 
waters upon the earth, yet these did not 
secure them from the waters above, and 
the floods below ; they were all drowned. 
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only Noah and his family were saved iu 
the ark from perishing by water. Through 
their neglect of Noahs preaching, they 
perished, and their spirits are now in pri- 
son. They lost their lives in this world, 
and the favour of God for ever. You are 
in danger of doing the same. Now the 
;tide of health flows high, but soon it may 
ebb out into sickness and mortal disease. 
Take warning, if you are tempted to go 
•<mm life without religion. "The way 
itjf transgressors is hard." You will do 
■yourselves harm — you will not attain hap- 
[piness, by refusing to obey the ministers 
of Christ, the gospel of Christ, and the 
^Spirit of God. " The Spirit, and the 
l^ride say, come— and let him that is 
jM^irst come, and whosoever will, let him 
take of the waters of life freely." *' See 
^atye refuse not him that speaketh." 

Let the voice of experience be heard ; 
ake warning by those, who were once 
ike you, but are now advanced to riper 
'ears. They began by " making provi- 
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sioii for the flesh to fulfil the lust thereof:" 
they anxiously inquired, "What shall 
we eat, and what shall we drink, and 
wherewithal shall we be clothed ?" They 
promised to themselves a perpetuity of 
the means of enjoyment ; *' To-morrow 
shall be as this day, and much more 
abundant;" " the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life," 
allured their senses, filled their hearts, 
and blinded their minds, so that they 
were " led captive by Satan at his willjA 
Poverty, as an armed man, has oveii 
taken some of these ; the streams of lux-^ 
ury have failed like the waters from the 
sunnner's brook : they pine in want 
many of the comforts, and some of 1 
necessaries of life. Not a few have la 
their health, after wasting their substance 
in riotous living. Some are twice dead, 
their consciences seem to be seared as 
with a hot iron. Some are haters of 
God, who " live in malice and envy, hate- 
ful and hating one another." 
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Learn of those who sought not the 
Lord in the early ptirt of manhood. These 
were once like many of you, unmarried, 
and unfettered with children, but they 
ventured to form connexions in life, with- 
out acknowledging God in all their ways. 
They have, however, at leng h begun to 
seek the Lord ; they have found a place 
of repentance— they ask the way to Zioii 
with their faces thitherward — they come 
with weeping and with supplication to the 
throne of grace, and to the assembly of 
God's saints — they long to appear before 
the Lord, as his long-tried servants do — 
they are ready to say with Job, " O that 
I knew where I might find him, that I 
might come, even unto his seat ; then 
would I order my cause before him, I 
■would fill my mouth with arguments." 

Do you suppose that these persons who 
fteglected religion in early life, though 
ttey now possess a good hope of obtain- 
iJDg salvation, Ihrougli Jesus Christ, have 
lost nothing by delaying their repent- 
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aoce ? They would, if it were prudent 
to confess their faults, tell you that 
they have lost much. " The bones of 
some are full of tlie sin of their youth, 
which shall lie down with them in the 
dust." Some are " unequally yoked with 
unbelievers;" they have husbands who 
fear not God, whose habits and conduct 
are either a snare or a torment to them. 
Others have wives who have no personal 
religion to soften their tempers, and to 
impart to them " the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit," " that they may love 
their husband, love their children, be dis- 
creet, chaste, keepers at home;" and 
" bring up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." Indeed, 
with many, the house is divided against 
itself, the children are *' sons of Belial;" 
masters and mistresses live in fear of their 
servants ; and parents, who have, in after 
life, begun religion, too frequently see 
their children forming friendships with 
those who fear not God, nor obey the 
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gospel of Jesus Christ. The history of 
delayed repentances presents many a sad 
roll of social, and domestic, and personal 
sorrow, which, like that seen by Ezekiel, 
written within and without," " lamen- 
tations, and monrniug, and woe." 

Let these instances of God's retributive 
justice warn you who are yet unfettered, 
nor have come into voluntary connexion 
with those who studiously exclude God 
and religion from their houses. Are you 
raised above want, and tempted to taste 
the cup of pleasure ? Beware ! lest poison 
lurk therein. Do tlie children of folly 
solicit you to become their companions ? 
My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not." If you have deviated from 
the straight path of religion, say not, " I 
have followed idols, and after them will I 
go." Repent of your sin: begin this day 
to seek the God of your fathers, and 
fpalk in tlie ways of good men. " Fear 
iie Lord, and depart from evil," " for it 
ihall be well with them that fear the 
Lord." 
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The necessity of repentance 
at tbis important season of life, cannot 
be concealed. Let them also hearken 
nnto counsel and be wise. Let them not 
presently envy those who seem to have at- 
tained their utmost wishes in the marriage 
state. If tbey are living without God in 
the world, they are not happy, and they 
are in danger of being driven away in 
their wickedness, when sickness comes. 
Those, who live in such close intimacy as 
that of the marriage state, must soon dis- 
cover whether their minds are alike dis- 
posed towards God. If there is any dif- 
ference in sentiment, and spirit, and feel- 
ing here, there will be a root of bitterness 
to trouble domestic concord ; for "how can 
two walk together, except they be agreed?" 
Does all seem smooth as the surface of the 
tranquil sea ? Like that, the peace of the 
wicked who repent not, will soon be dis- 
turbed. " Look to the end of things," and 
you will have less reason to be dissai 
tisfied with the lot which God has assii 
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ed to you, who have acknowledged liim 
in all your ways. The further any per- 
sons go OD in life without repentance to- 
ward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the greater is their danger 
and the more certain tlieir misery. They 
reason foolishly who conclude, that reli- 
gion will lessen any inuocent enjoyment 
of life; and they mistake, who suppose, 
that pure religion deprives Christians of 
the proper solaces which God has gra- 
ciously bestowed upon them during the 
time of" tlieir vanity upon the earth." 

Ifyou are such persons, as the world 
esteems virtuous, the people of the world 
will not wish to lose you ; the com- 
panions of your youth will desire to have 
you as their friends in riper years. But 
if the opinions of those who solicit your 
confidence are less in accordance with 
the Bible than they were in early life ; if 
they themselves are less strict in keeping 
the sabbath day holy — in short, if they 
Bde from, rather than approximate to 
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religion, you must " forsake the foolish 
and live." Tlie Scripture commands you 
not to conceal your religion ; " Come out 
from among them, and he ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and I will receive you, 
and ye shall be my sons and my daughters, 
saith the Lord of hosts." You have 
much to secure, your present opportu- 
nity must not be slighted. Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found ;" " for now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of 
salvation." 

Hitherto, we have supposed the per- 
sons, whom we have called to repentance, 
to have been generally correct in their 
morals, that no habit of vice has been con- 
tracted by them, which has cast a blot 
upon their reputation, or spread a cloud 
of guilt and shame over them. But when 
we exhort numbers to repentance and 
newness of life, who have passed through 
more than twenty years, exposed to 
the temptations of a corrupt and fallen 
nature, to the seductions of a flatter- 
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iiig world, and to the subtle devices of 
Satan, we must fear that some have con- 
tracted evil habits; and besides the ordi- 
nary neglect of God and religion, have 
also fallen into outward sins. They may 
have been vicious, or profane persons, 
" as Esau, who for one morsel of meat 
sold his birthright." Perhaps their names 
have, with virtuous indignation, been cast 
out as evil — perhaps they have, more 
than once or twice, added drunkenness to 
their other crimes — perhaps they have 
been guilty of fraud or theft — perhaps 
tbey have run into debt, without the 
means, or the reasonable prospect of 
being able to pay their creditors — per- 
haps some cannot obtain from the vir- 
tuous and respectable part of the society 
[^ ID which they live, a good character for 
L sobriety, quietness, and industry. Their 
louth has been stained with many crimes, 
ley " have walked in the counsel of the 
ingodly, and stood in the way of sinners ;" 
ot if such characters are found among 
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you, we call upon them in the name oft] 
Lord, to "repent and believe the gospel." 
The Lord himself saitli, "Letllie wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts, and let hiui return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon." 

Though you have rebelled against 
God's law, and offended good men, and 
outraged the feelings of the respectable 
part of the community, yet you are invit- 
ed to repentance. Though you " have 
wasted your father, and chased away your 
mother," yet even now, if you confess 
and forsake your sins, you shall obtain 
mercy from God, for " there is forgiveness 
with bini that he may be feared." 

Keep the sabbath-day holy; read the 
Bible, learn to converse with yourselves. 
Pray to God to give you eyes, to see 
your real condition in his sight. The dis- 
covery will alarm you, the burden of your 
sins will oppress you ; but in this way 
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u will be brought to mourn for sin, and 
to cry to God for pardon. You will be 
brougbt to welcome tbe invitation ol" Jesus 
Christ, " Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, and 1 will refresh 
you i take my yoke upon you and learn 
of me, for 1 am meek and lowly in heart, 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls," 

Come to Jesus Christ with sorrow for 
sin, with humble faith in his merits, and 
death, and intercession, who " died for 
the sins of the whole world." Come to 
him in faith, who has said, " Whosoever 
Cometh unto me, I will in nowise cast 
out," 

You are addressed as distinguishable 
into several classes, that if any think them- 
selves innocent before men, they may not 
presume that they have no need of repent- 
ance. Such have need to be reminded, 
that they must meet the eyes of a heart- 
searching God, before whom " all things 
are naked and opened." Thus remem- 
beriog that their secret sins are known 
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unto God, they may with shame and sot 
row confess them to hira, and with faith 
and liumility seek for the pardoning 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, tlie love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Those persons know but little of them- 
selves, who do not feel the necessity of the 
petition affixed to every one of the com- 
mandments in the Liturgy, " Lord, have 
mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law." 

If vou have not broken all the com- 
mandments of God, in tlie letter of them, 
you have broken so many of them, as to 
be "guilty of all." You must suffer the 
curse, which God has pronounced against 
those who break his law, unless yoii have 
Christ to bear the curse for you, and 
who, by his obedienceunto death, "mag- 
nified the law and made it honourable." 

Let those who esteem themselves most 
worthy, beware, lest they venture to hope 
for heaven in any other way, than throagli 
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feith in the name of Jesus Christ. This 
ras the sin of many in the days of the 
Lpostles : it was the sin of him whom 
esus addresses in the text, " Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?" 

It was the sin of the Jews generally, 
for they, being ignorant of God's righ- 
teousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not sub- 
■Hjitted themselves to the righteousness of 
God." You may possibly err here, and 
thus fail of obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Clirist 

It is to be feared, that many have credit 
given them for knowledge on tlie subject 
of religion, which they do not possess. 
They are supposed to know the meaning 
of the laws of God ; but they have no 
conscience of sin, from the breach of 
ttem. They repeat the name of God in 
■ordinary conversation, without any fear 
of his majesty ; and when they are angry, 
tbeir mouths are filled with cursing and 
iMtterness. They take almost every 
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liberty with the sabbath-day. In it they 
transact business, take their pleasure, and 
journey from place to phice, whenever it 
suits their inclination or convenience. 
Such persons, often neglect the public 
worship of God, or come into his house 
at any period during the time that prayer 
is offered up to God, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

How blind are the minds of many, who 
are grown up to man's estate! They 
shudder at the thought of breaking the 
sixth, or seventh, or the eighth, command- 
ment, but they take great liberties with 
the third and the fourth. Let such know, 
that they have broken the divine law, 
that " the wrath of God is revealed from 
lieaven" against tlietn, and that " if they 
repent not, they must all likewise perish." 
They cannot be saved, unless they flee 
" for rcfitge to lay hold of the hope set be- 
fore tliem in the gospel." "There is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved, buttfae 
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name of Jesus." He invites, but you 
refuse; shall this always be so? Be- 
lest God swear in his wrath, 
that you shall not enter into his rest." 
You will find it a greater crime to refuse 
the mercy of Christ, who is ready to save 
you, than to have done many sins, while 
in a state of ignorance, and without the 
means of grace. 

Have you no repentings kindled in your 
breasts ? Will you still refuse godliness, 
which has the " promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come?" 
Do you choose the pleasures of sin, which 
will be quickly followed by remorse, 
and guilt, and fear? The hour of sick- 
ness will come, beware lest it overtake 
you suddenly. " Rejoice, O young man, 
rin thy youth, and let thine heart cheer 
in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thine heart, and in the sight 
of thine eyes ; but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee info 
■judgment." Let the prophet be heard. 
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" Tremble, ye women that are at ease: 
be troubled, ye careless ones." '* What 
is your life? It is but a vapour, that ap- 
peareth for a little time, and then vauii 
eth away." 



APPLICATION. 

I. To those in authority. 

If you have influence, take heed how 
you employ it: you may be helpers of 
the faith and piety of those who are 
under you, or you may greatly re- 
tard the faith and piety of many. 
Consider how sacred is the trust com- 
mitted to you, and how fearful the re- 
sponsibility under which you lie for 
the use you make of it. Christ has 
said, "Whosoever shall offend one of 
these little ones that believe in me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he were 
drowned in the depths of the sea." Let it, 
therefore, be your first care, to repent 
yourselves, and then to assist the repent- 
ance of those placed under you. 
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2. To those persons wlio have hitherto 
been careless. 

Remember, God is serious who calls 
you to repentance : the ministers of re- 
ligioQ are serious who warn you to flee 
from the wrath to come : sickness and 
death will be ibund serious matters when- 
ever tiiey overtake you. Judgment and 
tormenting fire, prepared for the wicked, 
are terrible realities. 

When you are hearing sermons be 
serious and thoughtful. Be earnest in 
prayer to God, through Jesus Christ, that 
he would give you his Holy Spirit, " that 
you, worthily lamenting your sins, and 
acknowledging your wretchedness, may 
tbtain from the God of all grace perfect 
emission and forgiveness, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. " 

3. To those who profess themselves to 
lie the disciples of Christ. 

This is a season which requires of you 
Biucb prayer to God, through Jesus 
Christ, for tlje increase of true religion in 
E 2 
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the world ; and especially in the church 
of which you are members. Those per- 
sons between the ages of twenty and 
thirty years need your prayers. They 
are capable of doing much harm if they 
continue in impenitence^ and they are able 
to effect much good if they are turned 
unto the Lord. Under these circum- 
stances it is your duty to pray that the 
word of the Lord may have free course^ 
and be glorified^ in the conversion of 
many who are in the prime of life^ which 
may God of his infinite mercy grant, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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ADDRESSED TO THOSE IN THE PRIME OF 
LIFE. 

(Fourth Sunday in Lent. J 

Hbb. IV. 7. 

" A|fAia, he limiteth a certain day, Baying in David, 
To-day, after so long' a time ; as it ia said, Today, if 
ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." 

I The persons for whose benefit this tlis- 

I course is chiefly intended, have entered 

1 upon the most important period of human 

Hjife. They have passed nearly half the 

Hdays of man ; " the days of our years are 

threescore years and ten." Childhood and 

youth, have, by these, been estimated at 

their just value ; and they judge the say- 

^U)g of Solomon to be true, " that child- 

Hbood and youth are vanity." Persons 
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advanced so far in life, have seen mam 
of those who entered the world about the 
same time with themselves, laid in the 
grave, where they have become the food 
of worms. They who survive, are placed 
in far different circumstances from those 
in wliich they expected to be placed. 
The buoyancy and hilarity of youth are 
gone from them. The keen appetite 
which rendered leas palatable food grate- 
ful, and " every bitter thing sweet to 
them," is but seldom felt. The changes of 
the seasons, the cold of winter, and the 
heat of summer, more sensibly affect 
their bodies. 

But how are tlieir minds affected ? 
Some, perhaps, fret and vex themselves, 
because their families are become a bur- 
den to them, or their means of sustenance 
are diminished. They lind it difficult to 
provide food and raiment for themselves 
and for their children ; and they plead 
these cares as an excuse for neglecting 
" the one thing needful," the salvation of 
their souls. 
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Persons of both sexes may have passed 
tothis period of human life, without taking 
one right step toward entering into tht- 
kingdom of heaven. If this be so, how 
many are the sins of those who have ar- 
rived to this age, and yet have not begun 
with religion ! There is a catalogue of 
«ins of disobedience to com maud nients, 
concerning things, which we cannot omit 
■without incurring great guilt. Such as 
these, " Remember that thou keep holy 
the sabbath day." " Honour thy father 
and thy mother." Or to speak more 

►comprehensively, " Thou shalt love the 
■Lord thy God with all thine heart, aud 
thy neighbour as thyself" The duties, 
which every one, who has not learned to 
■live godly in Christ Jesus, has left nn- 
lone, through so many years, nmst ap- 
lear to every enlightened mind to make 
lis sina to be innumerable. When the 
ioua Psalmist contemplated this, he 
iks, " Who can understand his errors ? 
leanse thou me from secret faults." 
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There is another view in which those 
who, without possessing personal religion, 
have come to this period of life, should 
contemplate themselves. They have 
settled into some habits which make god- 
liness now, a more difficult thing to prac- 
tise without suspicion of hypocrisy, than 
it would have been, if " they had borne 
the yoke of Christ in their youth," The 
force of sinful habits is not easily per- 
ceived, by those who have indulged in 
them, until they begin to make attempts 
to shake them off. Even the pride of not 
changing opinions, which men have once 
expressed, helps to keep them from re- 
pentance. And the knowledge that much 
moral discipline will be requisite, makes 
them shun the thoughts of turning to the 
Lord, as a thing that could in nowise be 
submitted to, without the most urgent 
necessity ; they, therefore, propose to put 
off repentance, until they fall into mortal 
sickness. Great ignorance of religioi 
prevails in some minds, and also priii 
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lest that ignorance should be discovered 
by others : hence men shun conversa- 
tion with intelligent Christians, lest it 
should lead to any personal inquiry re- 
specting their knowledge of the doc- 
trines and duties of the Bible. How 
deplorably ignorant are many persons, 
upon the subject of religion, who are 
otherwise well-educated! If childhood 
and youth have been neglected, ranturer 
years do n{)t, without great labour, and a 
real change of heart, add such knowledge 
of religion as will humble the hearts of 
those advanced to riper years, and make 
them bow to the sceptre of divine grace. 

When persons at this age liave been 
some time united in marriage, if a 
thought enters into the heart of one of 
them, that in reference to another world, 
all is wrong with them, that God and re- 
ligion have been neglected, and that they 
are in great danger of perishing everlast- 
ingly ; will not a husband or a wife en- 
deavour by every means to allay such 
e5 
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fears, lest doraestic peace should be dis- 
turbed? If therebecbildreu in the family, 
a false shame lest they should witness 
serious piety in the parents when sepa- 
rated from each other, will serve to de- 
ter some fathers and mothers from kneel- 
ing down to prayer, if not from reading 
the Bible and boolvs of religious iostruc- 
tion. 

Such hindrances to repentance are 
felt by persons who are strictly morale 
but there are not a few of those who have 
passed half their lives, whom the search- 
ings of heart which religion induces would 
not compel to cry out, " Hast thou found 
me, O mine enemy !" or if we were to 
speak to them of the sins and crimes of 
many who have passed through the 
states of life in which they have been, 
one or other of them would be ready to 
enter into the feelings of the woman of 
Samaria, who said, " Come see a man 
who told me all that ever I did." Alai 
my sin is known. 
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This is the season of life, when those 
who have had some religious iustruction 
in the time of youth, more decidedly 
show the use they will make of it. Not 
unfrequently, the vows which they made 
in childhood and in youth, must be paid 
unto the Lord. Some who have been 
blessed with religious parents, did, per- 
haps, in a time of trouble or sickness, 
like Jacob, make their promises unto the 
Lord (Gen. xxviii.20, 21.) "And Jacob 
vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I 
go, and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, so that I come again 
to my father's house in peace, then shall 
the Lord be my God." Whatever be 
the lawful promises which we make to 
kGod, he expects that we should perfiarm 
, when we come into circumstances 
^ which aSbrd us an opportunity of so 
doing. The vow of Jacob was required 
of him : and you have the vows of God 
^■gpon you, which, at least some of you 
^nade to God, either in early life, or in 
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some season of sickuess and trial. Yea, 
you have, in effect, '* vowed and pro- 
mised to renounce the devil and all his 
works," " to believe all the articles of 
the christian faith," and " to keep 
God"s holy will and commandments." Let 
such remember, that *' God hath no plea- 
sure in fools, but let them pay that they 
have vowed." 

Some, indeed, cast off the form and 
profession of religion, at the time when 
they are hound, by every tie of obedience 
to God, and gratitude to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to give it their countenance. 
When a truly pious man, like Joshua, 
would say, " as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord ;" they forsake the 
assembling of themselves together for the 
purpose of public worship on the sab- 
bath-day; their families are not taught 
by precept and example to remember to 
keep holy that sacred day ; nor do they, 
onordinary days, give religious instruction 
to their households, and use family prayer. 
When the Almighty has, in his good 
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providence, preserved men and women, 
to live out half the span of human exist- 
ence, a mighty debt of gratitude and obedi- 
ence is due from them to him. When, in 
addition to this, he has placed and 
settled them in some calling, by which 
they may, with his blessing, acquire the 
necessaries of life ; and when, also, in 
some cases, he has joined them in mar ■ 
riage, and given to them children, which 
are " an heritage and gift that cometh of 
the Lord ;"^n all such cases, the good- 
Tjess of God is intended to lead men to 
repentance ; and returns of obedience 
:and devotion to the Lord are looked for 
by him. 

The frequent invitations, which per- 
sons grown up to man's estate in 
this christian land must have had from 
the ambassadors of Christ, " to repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ," make continued dis- 
obedience to the heavenly call more sin- 
fy,\ and wicked, than when their passions 
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were strong, and reason was weak, 
such disobedience some of you are guilty. 
Seeing tlien the long suffering of God has 
waited for you, how can you be address- 
ed in language sufficiently strong to point 
out your aggravated sin in delaying the 
great work of your salvation any longer? 
If you have not yet begun the great 
business for which you were sent into 
the world, though you have lived out half 
the days of man, is there not something 
amiss in you ? Are yoa not " feeding 
on ashes 1" Has not " a deceived heart 
turned you aside ?'' 

Do you still say, " Go your way 1 
this time ; when we have a convenieDt sea^ 
son we will call for you ?" Do you still 
make excuses for delay ? Do you plead 
that there are those older than youi 
selves, who continue to live in carelesJ 
ness and pleasure ? Well, be it so ,~ 
" every man shall bear his own burden." 
They may not have had the warnings, 
the instructions, which you have, i 
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miuds equally capable of appreciating 
the doctrines and precepts contained in 
the Scriptures. But should they have pos- 
sessed even more advantages than you, 
to learn the will of God ; should they 
have had more culls to consider their 
ways and to turn unto the Lord ; are you 
8ure that they shall not shortly die? Are 
you sure that the commandment shall not 
go out from heaven against one or other 
of them, as against the barren fig-tree, 
" Cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
^ound ?" Then would you stand in the 
.place of that individual, who had not re- 
jjented of sins committed against a holy 
God ? " Look then to the end of things ;" 
^* how suddenly do they consume and 
perish!" "The end of the wicked is, 
that they shall be rooted out at the last :" 
do not, therefore, think to excuse your- 

ilves on such a plea. 
No one, who has any right views of 

le terrors of God's anger, or the ad- 
BS of his love in Christ Jesus to- 
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ward mankind, can look with indiflFereni 
upon you who have not, during more 
than thirty years of your probation in 
this world, believed in Christ for the re- 
mission of sins. Vou are in the number 
of those who are *' treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God, who 
will render to every man according to 
his deeds." 

It is well to count the coat of religion 
before we claim its privileges, or enter 
upon its solemn duties. Religion has no 
occasion to shrink from such an investi- 
gation as this. You will do well, how- 
I ever, to consider, that when the bles 

I ings of salvation are proposed to you 

I the Gospel, and you are required 

I seek them in the way of repentance 

I ward God, and faith toward our Loi 

I Jesus Christ, and by yielding yourselves' 

I to the guidance and instruction of the 

I Holy Ghost; that you may learn to live 

H soberly, righteously, and godly, 

■k 
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present evil world; the question is not, 
whether you shall, by embracing religion, 
raise yourselves above a condition, safe 
and full of goodly prospects of enjoy- 
ments in this world, and after death, at- 
tain either unconsciousness of pain, or the 
possession of bliss not inferior to that 
which this world affords. Such an erro- 
neous view, some take of their condition 
and circumstances in respect to God and 
religion. The real state of the case be- 
tween those who have the gospel of Jesus 
Christ set before them, and God, the 
moral Governor of the world, who cannot 
look upon iniquity but with abhorrence, 
is this, that they are condemned already, 
both because they have broken the law 
of God, and because they have not obey- 
ed the gospel. The men of Nineveh, 
who repented at the preaching of the 
prophet Jonah, will rise up in judgment 
' against such persons and condemn them. 
All that separates an unconverted and 
ebellious mortal from that place which 
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is the beginning of torment prepared for 
the devil and his angels, is this frail 
body, which a fall might break as a 
potter's vessel — which a little heat might 
scorch to corruption — which a little cold 
might force to a reaction of fever — which 
a contact with impure air, or a fall into the 
water, might so impede in its movementSj 
that the soul should be instantly dislodged 
from its clayey tenement, to return no 
more. 

This view of the condition of unbe- 
lievers, the careless and disobedient re- 
fuse to talfe. If its truth were once ad- 
mitted, it would spoil all their fancied 
joys, it would make the most temptii^ 
pleasures of sin bitter to them, to whom 
the intoxicating draught was ofl'ered. It 
would be like the sword of Damocles, 
which he beheld suspended over his head 
by a single liair. Men would anxiously 
inquire of the ministers of religiou, 
" What must we do to be saved?" 

Not a few, who refuse to repent and I 
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lieve the gospel, endeavour to satisfy 
themselves by concluding that our state- 
ments of their danger are exaggerated, 
and thus harden their hearts against the 
terrors of the law, and the invitations of 
the gospel. This conclusion is by no 
means reasonable or true ; it serves, how- 
ever, to show, that much practical unbe- 
lief exists in their hearts. They are 
ready to believe that the danger they are 
to be in, is not in reality any 
because it is not visible to their 
bodily eyes. Would they indeed tempt 
God to show his anger by some sudden 
stroke of his rod? Would they have his 
hand take hold of judgment ? Let a per- 
son, with some light of divine truth in 
the understanding, be suddenly over- 
taken by sickness or accident, which 
threatens to terminate human life; such 
a one will quickly see, that the danger 
is not imaginary. Private Christians, as 
well as ministers, at times go into the 
ick chambers of such persons. Behold, 
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they are full of tossings to and fro, because 
of their guilt. They are ready to con- 
clude, that their sin has found them out; 
they can no longer persuade themselves 
that they shall have peace at the last, 
though they walk on still in the dark 
ways of sin and rebellion against God. 
One who well knew this says, " Thou, 
Lord, hast set our secret sins in the light 
of thy countenance." *' We consume 
away in thine anger, and are afraid 
at thy wrathful indignation." It is not, 
that under such circumstances, sin ap- 
pears to be more sinful than it is ; but 
now the man begins to feel his mortality 
— now the eyes of his mind are opened, 
which, before, were blinded by pride, 
carnal appetites, or other foolish and 
hurtful desires. 

All who have arrived at this mature 
age, and have not repented at tlie preach- 
ing of the gospel, are in danger of God's 
anger. There needs no more aggrava- 
tion of their sin and offence against 
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God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, to justify God in taking vengeance 
upon them. ''For he that believeth not, 
is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God." If, then, persons 
remain in unbelief and disobedience to 
the gospel, the question is not whether 
they shall perish, or enjoy the favour of 
God ; but whether God shall close the 
season of their probation immediately, or 
he shall exercise his long-suffering to- 
ward them, until they have filled up the 
measure of their iniquities. The fearful 
instances of sudden death, which arrest 
the attention of men at certain times, are 
intended to admonish the less flagitious. 
Christ draws the moral, " Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish." 

Let all such as have not given glory to 

the Lord, and made confession of sins to 

him, reason out this matter. Let them 

I not shut their eyes to the danger they are 

b in of perishing everlastingly, and say, 
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"Peace, peace," when God declares, 
"there is no peace to the wicked." Do 
they say the danger is great, but it cannot 
be averted ; the past cannot be recalled. 
There is no hope. They are equally nn- 
warranted in drawing such a conclusion, 
as in denying their guilt and danger. 
The inspired prophet testifies, that 
" there is mercy with the Lord, that he 
may be feared ;" the way in which a sin- 
ful creature can make his escape from the ' 
wrath to come, may not be seen so soon 
as his danger presents itself to him ; but 
if any one is truly desirous to put away 
his sin, and to embrace the salvatioD 
which God has, through his Son Jesus 
Christ, provided for the lost and the 
guilty ; the knowledge of the way of sal- 
vation will not be long withheld from 
such a one. The Spirit who has con- 
vinced of sin, and wrought the beginnings 
of repentance, will direct the penitent to 
the cross of Christ for pardon ; he will.- 
point to Jesus like John, who said. 
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hold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sia of the world." Such per- 
sons may well be afraid of relapsing into 
a careless and hardened state of mind, 
and of having their conscience seared as 
with a hot iron ; but they should not be 
L so anxious for immediate comfort and 
Bjoy, as for a part in the love of God, in 
Hilie pardoning; mercy of Jesus Christ, and 
^Bp the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Kfhost. 

There is not any good reason, why a 
truly penitent sinner should despair of 
God's mercy, through Christ, though he 
has lived out half his days in the ser- 
vice of sin and Satan, provided he does 
now, with sorrow and hearty repentance, 
seek unto God for his mercy, through the 
toediatiou of his Son. The command of 
Christ, and the promise of Christ, run 
parallel with each other; " Ask, and ye 
shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you." 
And Christ says further, for the encou- 
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ragement of penitents, " If ye being 
know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, bow much more shall your hea- 
venly Father give his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him." 

Those who are called to repentance, 
have the promise of the Holy Spirit as a 
guide, to lead them to a knowledge of 
pardon and salvation. These, perhaps, 
they wish to obtain, but they would 
rather have them on some future day — in 
the period of mortal sickness, or at the 
hour of death. But a wish of this sort 
shows, very clearly, that men have no 
right apprehension of the present happi- 
ness which those enjoy who love and 
serve God ; or they are without hope 
that their hearts could be brouglit into 
such a state, as to induce them to "choose 
rather to suffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
sures of sin for a season," But this is an 
event which is not merely possible, but it 
will certainly be realised, by every one 
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who Cometh unto God by Jesus Christ, 
and who is made a partaker of the Holy- 
Ghost. What is it which makes per- 
sons incapable of loving God with all 
their heart ? What is it which makes 
Jesus Christ to have " no form nor 
comeliness/' in their view ? What is it 
which causes the life of a Christian to 
appear so undesirable, that men have no 
relish for the company and conversation 
of such an one? The cause is sin — sin 
in its guilt, and in its pollution, which 
has defiled the heart, and blinded the 
mind. 

When, therefore, sin is removed, men 
form a right estimate of religion ; then 
they will love God, and those who live 
according to his laws : then they will 
love the Holy Spirit, and those that are 
led by him ; then they will love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and those who diligently 
use his sacraments, and live agreeably to 
his precepts. "By this we know that 
we have passed from death unto life, be- 
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cause we love tlie bretbreo." Ask those 
who have learned to live godly in Christ 
Jesus, and they will tell you, that their 
happiness has not been lessened by the 
little piety they have obtained ; they will 
inform you, that the more they strive 
after holiness, the nearer they approach 
to happiness, and true contentment. And 
this experience is that of the best of men ; 
" Great peace have they which love thy 
law," says David, " and nothing shall 
offend thera." " Godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain." Nor is this ac- 
quisition to be despaired of; " I have 
learned in whatsoever state I am, there- 
with to be content." Yea, St. Paul adds 
more, " I can do all things through 
Christ which streiigtheneth me." 

It is possible that another question 
may arise in the minds of those who are 
halting between two opinions, viz., whe- 
ther their attainment of everlasting life, 
would, in reality, be rendered more cer- 
tain than it is now, if they were from 
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this day to give themselves to the Lord. 
Some have put ofi' religion toatime when 
sickness shall overtake them, on the plea, 
that it is better so to do, lest they should 
relapse into sin after grace received. 
Reasoning, however, of this sort pro- 
ceeds from a mistaken view of the 
natnre of personal religion, and of the 
character of God, whose children we be- 
come by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Until we repent and believe, according 
to the rule of the gospel, we are ia a state 
of condemnation, and if death overtake 
us — and who shall say that it is not even 
at our doors? — we shall be utterly lost 
beyond the hope of escaping " the bitter 
pains of eternal death," "the worm that 
dieth not, and the fire that is not quench- 
ed." But as soon as we look by faith to 
Jesus who died for us and rose again, we 
are pardoned — we are freed from con- 
demnation, " our sins are blotted out," 
" we are justified from all things from 
P 2 
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which we could not be justified by tbe 
law of Moses." 

The reality of all this is secured to them 
that believe in Jesus Christ for the for- 
giveness of sins, though the comfortable 
hope of it may not be given at the mo- 
ment. This repentance and faith consti- 
tute that which is sometimes denominated 
" effectual calling," a very important 
link ill the golden chain of salvation; for 
" whom God did predestinate, them he 
also called : and whom he called, them he 
also justified; and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified," 

There is the same essential difi'erence 
between embracing religion now. and put- 
ting it oii' to a future and contingent sea- 
son, as between certainty and uncertainty, 
safety and peril, present salvation and 
exposure to the wrath of an offended 
God. And will you leave the inherit- 
ance of heaven as a matter of uncer- 
tainty? Will you refuse present de- 
liverance from the guilt and power of 
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sin, for the peradventure, that a more 
convenient season may come^ when you 
may repent without inconvenience^ and 
believe without an effort ? ^^ Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked,'' such a time 
God does not warrant you to expect. 
** Now God commandeth all men everv- 
whereto repent;" "for now is the ac- 
cepted time, now is the day of salva- 
tion/^ 
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ADDRESSED TO PERSONS ABOVE THE AOB OF 

PORTV YEARS. 

(Fifth Sunday in J^enL) 



Llkb XXI. 34, 35. 

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting^and drunken- 
ness, and cares of this life, and so that day come 
upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come 
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth." 



(C 



The persons^ to whom this discourse is 
intended to apply^ are those on whom the 
most important duties of civil and social 
life depend. But few people, in a highly 
cultivated state of societv, are entrusted 
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with much power tiil they come to the 
age of forty years. Yet, bow honourably 
soever men may discharge the duties of 
this life, tliey caunot be excused from 
preparing to enter upon a future state of 
existence. Those who have hitherto 
neglected the great subject of religion 
are called upon to consider the mercy 
they have abused, and the grace they 
have despised, that " they may hear and 
fear, and do no more wickedly." Let 
Buch beware, lest they imitate the Israel- 
ites of old, to whom Moses speaks : " To- 
day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation, in 
the day of temptation in the wilderness." 
Well might St. Paul ask, " With whom 
was he grieved forty years ? was it not 
with them that bad sinned ?" 

If you have ventured hitherto along 
the dangerous path of life without reli- 
gion, you cannot be excused of rashness 
and folly. You have turned out of the 
' way of life, and you owe it to the infinite 



10 



LECTDRE V. 



forbearance of God, that you have m 
fallen into that pit which is deeper than 
the grave. How many have not num- 
bered your months, yet they have been 
cut ofl'out of tlie land of the living, and 
their souls " are reserved in chains 
under darkness unto the judgment oft! 
great day !" They no longer live ai 
breathe upon the earth. Where 
they ? and what is their state ? Thi 
are tormented day and night; their pri 
pect is equally painful, as their presi 
condition is miserable. 

Before you proceed farther, contei 
plate, awhile, some of those who enten 
life about the same time with yourselves! 
And among these, put from your thoughts 
such as died in early life — all who dii 
not arrive at man's estate ; this proc< 
will take half the companions of earl 
childhood and youth from you. But of^ 
those who numbered one-and-tweoty 
years, see some, even of them, who 
placed as beacons to warn you of 
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j dangers you have, by the infinite mer- 
' cies of the Lord, as yet escaped. How 
I many die between the ages of twenty and 
forty J 



■f of those whotii 



^ years r How many c 
you once knew, are dead? They pro- 
mised to themselves long life, yet they 
died. " All men think all mortal but 
themselves." The husband has been cut 
off from the youthful wife; the wife has 
departed this life, and left a husband to 

k mourn over her, and her motherless chil- 
dren. We may almost say of our fami- 
lies, what Moses remarked concerning 
the Egyptians, when God destroyed their 
first-born, that " there was not a house 
in which there was not one dead." Yet 
were these persons, to all appearance 

» likely to number fewer days than you? 
Many of them were stronger than you— 
many of them more healthy. How came 
they to die ? Some died by accident, 
soddenly, in a moment: — some have 

E mitten by the cold of winter ; 
by the heat of summer. Some 
f5 
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have died of fevers, consumption, or the 
burDing; ague ; and many, within these 
few years, have been hurried into eternity 
by a new and almost unheard-of disease, 
the cholera morbus. 

There are in a population of six hun- 
dred people, nearly fifty persons between 
the ages of forty and fifty years — about 
one twelfth of the population ; and in the 
world, there are probably about sixty 
millions of persons, men and women, be- 
tween these ages. Let us consider a few 
moments the condition of this twelfth part 
of the village. Can it be, that only one 
fifth of this fifty come to the sacrament of 
the supper of the Lord? What is the 
spiritual condition of the remaining forty? 
Do they partake of the communion of the 
body and blood of Christ anywhere? 
We fear not. Can such persons be in a 
safe state before God ? Can it be said 
of them, that they keep the ordinances 
as the apostles have enjoined them? 
When we incline to speak the most 
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favourably of them, we must complain of 
tbem, that they are lukewarm ; yea, that 
they resemble the Israelites of whom 
God complains — " My people have com- 
mitted two evils, they have forsaken 
me the fountain of living waters, and 
iiave hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water." 
They continue to halt between two opi- 
ions : — they refuse to obey the gospel, 
land to take upon themselves the yoke of 
;Cbrist. For what are the pledges of 
their devotion to Jesus Christ withheld? 
For what are the grace and love of God in 
Christ Jesus sacrificed ? For the plea- 
res of sin, which are but for a season ; 
" the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
ind the pride of life." And have any of 
hese answered the expectation of those 
rho have made them the objects of their 
rarsuit ? Not one of them, nor even all 
fthem, iftheycouldbe possessed, would 
jeld the satisfaction which men expect 
rom them. One or other of these classes 
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of seeming good, every unregenerate 
son proposes, as a source of enjoyment. 
But Solomon informs us, that when 
they are tried under the most favourable 
circumstances, the true estimate of them 
all is, " vanity and vexation of spirit," 
If there were no other disappointment at- 
tending them, their want of continuance 
would be enough to render them unsati 
factory. If man will seek his happini 
in a gourd, God prepares a worm to 
ijtroy its root, and it quickly withers 
is dried up. 

Let us, for the moment, however, leave 
consideratioas of this kind, though they 
of themselves should lead us to repent- 
ance. Let us turn our attention to tlie 
pious dead who have closed their mortal 
existence between the ages of which we 
are speaking. O how infinitely blessed is 
their condition ! *' They have finished 
their course, they have kept the faith " — 
" they have fought (he good fight of faiti 
and have obtained the crown of victoi 
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— " tliey rest from their labours," and 
**have entered into thejoyof tlieir Lord," 
They have completely escaped the dan- 
gers to which they were exposed, and 
their feet, after being plucked out of the 
net which Satan ever and anon spread 
Jbr them, now stand on Zion's hill. They 
have indeed secured the prize of tlieir 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
They have bought the Pearl of great 
price : and if they sold even all that they 
had, in order to purchase it, they are in- 
finite gainers by the exchange. Tliey 
came, it may be, " out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple." 

Those of you who have lived hitherto 
without repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, are 
ready to think that you have greatly the 
advantage of those of your own age, who 
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have died before you. You have indeed, 
if they died in their sins — if they were 
driven away in their wickedness, because 
they are shut up in the prison from 
whence they shall not come until they 
are brought forth to be judged by Christ 
at his appearance and kingdom, to be 
condemned by his righteous sentence, and 
to have their final award appointed to 
them: "Go, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels." 

But in wiiat is your condition superior 
to their's? Not surely in this, that you 
can " enjoy the pleasures of sio" a little 
time longer, and they cannot: that you 
may still neglect the offers of mercy 
which are made to you in the gospel, but, 
they have no more power to do this, 
these respects, tiie advantage is not wi1 
the most prosperous sinner, who " drink- 
eth iniquity as the ox drinketh up the 
water." This is not considered by the 
wicked man, and it is too much tost sight 
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of by persons, who, on the whole, exercise 
a correct judgment OB worldly matters. 

Do you then ask, how the wicked who 
have beeu driven into darkness, and who 
are now in prison, can be exposed to 
less severe punishment, than the wicked 
Jwho still live upon the earth ? We 
iswer, the souls of the wicked, who 
died in their sins, are no longer in a state 
of probation, as the sinners are who still 
live. They are no longer under the law, 
aod therefore liable to incur fresh penal- 
ties for the breach of it ; they are no 
longer under the gospel, and therefore 
»xposed to new and more aggravated 
eondemnation, for neglecting God's sal- 
vation — for resisting the Holy Ghost, 
and for trampling under foot the Son of 
G-od. The woes which Jesus Christ de- 
nounced against the people of Chorazin, 
Bethsaida, and Capernaum, confirm the 
train of observations I have made. 
— Take the example of the inhabitants of 
^Capernaum who had seen his mighty 




works, and heard him speak as uew 
man spoke. As we appeal to you, and 
by the terrors of the Lord persuade you 
to repentance, so Jesus appealed to them. 
" But I say unto you, that it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom ip 
the day of judgment than for thee." m 
In what respect, then, have the wicH 
ed who still live to show forth the long- 
sufi'ering and patience of God, an advan- 
tage over their former companions in ini- 
quity, who have been cut off out of the 
land of the living? God's anger bnrneth 
perpetually against these, and the voi( 
of inspiration declares of thosi 
God is angry with the wicked every day.' 
There is, however, a possibility that the 
anger of God may be abated in the latti 
case, but not io the former. Bi 
classes of persons are the enemies 
God J but the wicked who live, may be- 
come reconciled to God by Jesus Christ. 
If we speak to such, our language 
" Now then we are ambassadors 
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Christ, as though God did beseech you 

I by us, we pray you in Christ's stead be 
ye reconciled unto God." Both the sin- 
ners who have died, and those alive upon 
the earth, are ungodly; but tlie former 
must continue so to all eternity ; not so 
the latter. They niay, by repentance 
and faith in Christ, become godly. Those 
cannot believe in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, so as to obtain mercy ; 
these may believe in him that justifies the 
ungodly, and thus " receive the adoption 
of the sons of God." 

The ungodly, in this state of probation, 
have a capacity for the blessings of par- 
don, holiness, and eternal life; the wick- 
ed whose course is finished, are not capa- 
ble of any of these blessings. We must 
however remember, that the circumstance 
of being capable of an attainment, is far 
from being every thing necessary for the 
attainment itself. Many persons are 
■ capable of making great progress in 
E learning, yet but few do so : for besides 
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capacity, men need self-denial, and great 
industry, and but few are willing to afford 
these. So in the matter of religion, there 
is no doubt, but that all wicked men who 
are placed under a dispensation of grace, 
and have not sinned the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, are capable of salvation. 
But will all be saved? Alas! no. Hear 
the complaint of Jesus Christ himself; 
" Ye will not come unto me, that ye 
might have life." Men presume that 
they can command the will when tbey 
choose, but the will is the gift of God. 
Thus says our Saviour, " No man can 
come unto me, except the Father who 
hath sent me draw him." Men do not 
wish to come to Christ, uutd they see 
their sins to be more in number than 
the hairs of their head — until they find 
their guilt a heavy load — until they die 
to all hope of obtaining salvation from 
any other source. 

The advantages of still living upon the 
earth, on which many felicitate them- 
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selves, are placed on a contingency op- 

» posed to the whole bent and tenor of 
tbeir lives; namely, that of dying unto 
sin and living unto righteousness. Is it 
any advantage to sinners that they can 

» abuse their reason by intoxication and in- 
temperance? Has any one, who lives, 
any advantage over the dead, in that he 
can break the commandments t No last- 
ing gain can be acquired in this way, 
" for what should it profit a man, if he 
gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul ?" Surely over all such deluded 
persons, we must take up the lamentation 
of Moses, " O that they were wise, that 
they understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end." 

Persons in the period of years con- 
templated at this moment, if raised above 
the lowest classes of society, are usually 
pursuing after competency, or riches, and 
honours, for themselves or their children, 
J These are very important things, and, to 
Hni certain extent, lawful and necessary to 
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the well-being of the community. But 
when the attai anient of such object is 
pleaded as an excuse for any breach 
of the divine law, or for any neglect 
of the gospel message which calls upon 
the impenitent to break off their sids 
by repentance, the pursuit becomes sin- 
ful. Let such persons know, that it' 
they fritter away the brief season of 
their moral probation, they will at the 
day of judgment be in a worse state, 
than if they had died in the days of their 
youth. 

Time, opportunities, and a capacity 
for salvation, are blessings to those who 
rightly use them ; but they become the 
means of increasing the condemnation 
of those that abuse them. Men think 
much of prolonging mortal life, and de- 
ferring punishment ; but they think little 
of the character and intensity of that 
punishment when it shall come ; though 
the latter is of far more consequence than 
the former. This is important — let us look 
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at it raore carefully. Suppose, for in- 
stance, that two men have been engaged 
together in committing- burglary; they 
are taken into custody, one confesses the 
crime, and is admitted to give evidence for 
the king. His companion is condemned 
and suffers an ignominious death, but he 
is acquitted and restored to society. The 
soul of one awaits the last judgment of 
God in the abode of the dead ; the soul 
of the other dwells still in its mortal body, 
where it seems to possess a decided ad- 
vantage above its companion in guilt. 
But will this advantage be permanent? 
This, you reply, must depend upon his 
future conduct ; if he resolutely pursues 
a system of complete reformation — if he 
forsakes his former vicious companions— 
if he perseveres in leading a godly, righ- 

tteous, and sober life, he has a substantial 
advantage over his former companion in 
crime. If, however, as it too often hap- 
pens, he returns to his evil ways, if he 
£tdds other more heinous crimes to that 
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for which his companion suffered death, 
and of which, in the sight of God, be was 
equally guilty ; and if, while running the 
career of evil, the arm of human jus- 
tice falls upon him, and he dies a male- 
factor by the hands of the public execu- 
tioner, does he now stand in a better 
position to meet the judgment of God, 
than his partner in sin, who was cutoff 
before him ? No. The gnawing of a 
guilty conscience will be more terrible 
in him, who lived longer io sin, than 
in the other. It is true, he lived a few 
yenrs longer than his companion, but in 
these he repented not of his wickedness : 
he filled up the measure of his sins, he 
heaped up wrath against the day of 
wrath, until wrath fell upon him, and be 
was driven into darkness. 

Your life, my dear brethreu, who num- 
ber nearly half a century of years, is 
valuable, if yoa employ it in seeking re- 
pentance towards God, and faith towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; but prolonged 
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Ufe will but heighten the condemnation 

every one, who refuses to obey the 

^spel, and who neglects the salvation 

fGod. 

Pecnliar reasons may be urged upon 

■jTOii, to repent of your sins, and to be- 

neve in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

pf them. 

1. The mercy of God, and his great 
brbearance toward you. 

Forty years long has God been grieved 
bith your refusals of his calls and invi- 
ktions to consider your ways, and to 
«turu unto the Lord. Vou are alive, 
while so many of the companions of your 
uth are dead. You sfill live to show 
brth the praise of the Lord, but the 
lead praise not liim^ neither they that go 
pown into silence. You might have 
been long ago shut up with " the spirits 
I, prison," who lived before the flood, 
t you are yet in the place where God 
beweth mercy to sinners. How great 
\ tke goodness, and long'SufTering, and 
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tender forbearance of God to you ! 
voice of mercy reaches to you, but they 
hear no more the message of peace. 
" Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die?" 
" As I live, saitli the Lord," " T have no 
pleasure in the death of him ttiat dieth, 
wherefore turn, and live ye." They hear 
no more the words which inspire the de- 
sponding with hope, "the blood of Jesas 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 
God sends no more invitations to them, 
saying, " Come now and let us reason 
together, though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool." What would be their bliss If 
they might again hear the words you this 
day hear ! " If any man sin, we liave 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous ; and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins ; and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world." " If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins. 
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■ and to cleanse us from all unrig;!iteoiis- 
m ness." You have tbese and similar scrip- 
I tures urged upon your attention again 
and again. These are indeed pronfK 
that God willeth not the death of a 
sinner, hut rather that he should turn 
into him and live. 
2. Nut only consider the danger you 
ve hitherto escaped, through the for- 
bearance of God, but t/ie prospect which 
ie before you. What may you expect 
ID continuing in rebellion against God ? 
ow few are the pleasures of sin that re- 
in to you 1 how soon your sins will 
in you, if you do not leave them ! 
Some of your sins have already brought 
something of their own punishment ailer 
them. Some persons among you have 
tasted the bitterness of intemperance and 
excess. Vou have found " wine to be 
a mocker, and strong drink raging." 
Yea, that at the last, " it biteth like a 
serpent and stingeth like an adder." 
The bodily senses have in a measure be- 



come cloyed, so lliat they do not yield 
you their wonted satisfaction. You may 
try the pleasures of savoury meals, and 
stimulating viands ; but you will find 
these to hasten you into disease, and ex- 
pose your lives to continual jeopardy. 
O that you would now " break off your 
sins by repentance," that you would 
give glory to the Lord and make confes- 
sion unto him, and each one say, " I will 
confess my sins unto the Lord :" then 
should the Lord " blot out your trans- 
gressions as a cloud, and as a thick cloud 
your sins ;" yea, he should " reraeml 
your iniquities no more." 

Will you yet linger ? " Remember 
Lot's wife." You are represented hy 
the barren fig-tree: God's justice says, 
" Cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
ground?" But though mercy still pleads 
to spare it, " Let it alone this year also, 
until I shall dig about it,and dung it :" yet, 
" the axe is laid to the root of the trees ; 
every tree, therefore, that bringeth not 
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1 fortli good fruit, is hewu down and cast 
into the fire." " Seek ye the Lord, 
\ while he may be found ; call ye upon him 
while he is near : let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the 
iiord, and he will have mercy upou him ; 
and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon." 

Beware of two fatal rocks, upon one 
ox other of which many have been dash- 
ed, and have made shipwreck of their 
salvation. 

Lest you presume to stand before 
-od on the ground of your own inno- 
ucy. 

There is great danger of this with 
whose lives have been, before 
len, moral and respectable. How- 
iver well satisfied you may be of your 
conduct toward your fellow-men, you 
must not presume upon innocency before 

Kid, for he seeth that every imagination 
your hearts has been evil continually. 
G 2 
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He declares, " there is none that doetl 
jTood, no, not one." " The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked." The standard by which you 
measure guilt and iunocency may be im- 
perfect, for it is no uncommon case to 
find, that, " that which is highly esteemed 
among men, is abomination iu the sight 
of the Lord." If you were able, like St. 
Paul, before his conversion, to acq uit your- 
.selves of any outward breach of the nine 
first command inents, surely you would be 
brought in guilty by the tenth — " Thou 
shalt not covet." You would, if yoi 
hearts were not hardened through tl 
deceitfulness of sin, be ready to smite 
upon your breast, and pray, " God be 
merciful to nie a sinner." 

'2. Lest you should expect admission 
to heaven at death without repentance, 
till that period arrives. 

If you entertain the thought that yotf 
•shall, by repentance in your last hours, 
accomplish all that is necessary to obtain 
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a meetness for Leaven, this will paralyze 

all your endeavours to put away sin. 

The expectation that the exercise of pa- 

I tience on a sick bed will make atonement 

for sin lulls many into a fatal security — 

I tbey " cry peace, peace," though " they 

I walk on still in darkness." Let me ad- 

k dress to you the words of the prophet : — 

" Hear ye, and give ear ; be not proud : 

for the Lord hath spoken. Give glory 

to the Lord your God, before he cause 

I darkness, and before your feet stumble 

Vupon the dark mountains, and while ye 

I look for light, he turn it into the shadow 

l«f death, and make it gross darkness." 

You cannot escape if you neglect the 

lalvation which God has provided for 

fesinners. If you refuse to be saved as one 

of these, you must perish. Christ tells you, 

' They that are whole need not a physi- 

Kcian, but they that are sick." " I came 

not to call the righteous, but sinners to 

■epentance." Attempt the duty of re- 

entance in obedience to the Lord, and 
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reliance on his promises^ and you shall in 
due time find the tears of repentance fol- 
lowed by the hope of salvation^ through 
the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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J ADDRESSED TO THOSE ABOVE THE AGE Ol' 
FIFTY YEARS. 

(Sixth Swtday in Lent.) 

Matt. sis. 26, 
" With God all tilings a.re possible. 



Ve have, in our discourses during the 
e preceding Sundays in Lent, address- 
several classes of professing Chris- 
tans, according to their respective ages. 
; persons whom we now wish to con- 
tier their ways, and to return unto the 
lord, are advancing towards threescore 
. yet during this lengthened period 
ley have lived in disobedience to the 
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conirutindmeut of God, "that tliey should 
believe on his Son Jesns Christ." They 
liave not obeyed tlie Saviour, " Repent 
ye, and believe the gospel." They have 
refused the sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ, or they have not eaten 
it in faith. In short, they are persons, 
whether men or women, who to this pre- 
sent time are, in the language of SL 
Paul, " foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving divers lusts and pleasures," 
" hateful, and hating one another." How- 
ever humbling the description may ap- 
pear, it is a true one : about ODe-seveoth 
of the population of the parish, contain- 
ing six hundred persons, are upwards of 
fifty years of age ; yet of those who have 
so long shared in the long-suffering and 
patience of God, only about one-seventh 
come to the sacrament of the supper of 
the Lord. During so many years, God 
has called you to repentance, and faith in 
Jesus Christ, by the ministry of his ser- 
vants ; but you have made light of the mes- 
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e: you have put off religion froiii 
time to time, and you reuiain to the pre- 
sent moment insensible to its importance, 
and indisposed to seek after God. 

If ckildren must repent before they 
can be saved, — if yoittk must be con- 
verted, — if those commencing manhood, 
must cleanse their way, — if those who 
are mating provision for their families 
must not refuse the invitations of the 
igospel, — if those who are in the full pur- 
suit of fading riches and worldly honours 
must perish, unless they repent at the 
bidding of the Lord, what must be your 
condemnation, who have passed through 
these periods of life, and, in each, have 
refused the tenders of divine mercy I 
You who have witnessed the death of so 
ffiany of your fellow-creatures, do you 
«ot live monuments of divine mercy, and 
examples of the tender forbearance of 
4jod ? Look around, only one in seven 
or eight entered this world before you : 
jthe others who fill up the void which 
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death has created are your juniors, 
has indeed spared you, but you must 
tail by the arrows of this last euemy. 
" Your fathers, where are tliey ?" Your 
dissolution is certain, and justly to be 
dreaded, — but there is something still 
more tremendous. " It is appointed to 
man once to die, and after this the judg- 
ment;" wlien God will render to every 
man according to his works. Yes, you 
nmst meet that trial, when " God shall 
judge the secrets of all men by Jesus 
Christ," — " and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works." 
Then, " the wicked shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal." 

What have you done to prepare 
death, and for an approaching judgment? 
What place has religion had in your 
plans for securing the well-being of your- 
selves and your children ? Have you 
lived without any conscience, or have 
you silenced your consciences, so that 
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I they Qo more reprove you, tliough you 
neglect many things which you once held 
to be duties, and you commit sins, with- 
out remorse, at which you once shud- 
idered ? 

Some, who have arrived at these years, 
seldom attend the public worship of God ; 
aurely these are fallen asleep in sin. 
Some, in the main, banish all thoughts of 
God, of heaven, and of hell, from their 
minds; they " wink hard" against the 
ftthoughts of death aud a judgment to 
Beome ; these are in danger of perishing 
in mibelief. Some have even taken the 
seat of the scorners : they turn a deaf 

^ear to the gospel, whether it be read to 
them out of the Holy Scriptures, or it i.s 
preached to them by the ministers of 
God : they treat the gospel as a cun- 
ningly-devised fable, and they consider 
the ministers of religion as either weak 
enthusiasts or interested deceivers of 
others. These have indeed a veil of pre- 
I judice and delusion spread over their 
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hearts, and they are far from the king- 
dom of heaven. There are also others of 
this class of persons, who have become 
hardened in habits of sio, and being un- 
willing to be reformed, tbey extenuate 
their sinful habits, or consider that they 
are only their own enemies. Can such 
be saved without conversion ? Surelv, 
they " must be born again," — surely, 
they must " be converted and become as 
little children, or they cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven." 

There are, in many places, fathers, 
whose children being obi iged to wit- 
ness their evil habits, too often learn 
to form the like. But the mischief arising 
to religion is not confined to fathers: 
there are wicked masters and husbands, 
yea, mothers and mistresses, who are 
profane in their conversation, and who 
take the name of God in vain — persons 
who give themselves up to murmuring 
and complaining —who do not bridle 
their tongues, " but speak all words that 
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B may do hurt," They iodeed verify the 
declaration of the Lord's prophet^" The 
wicked are lite the troubled sea when it 
caiiuot rest, whose waters cast up mire 
and dirt : there is no peace to the wicked, 
saith my God." 

In persons of this description, we see 
one and another, whose sinful habits 
have not been mortified,— we see them 
brouglit more completely under the do- 
minion of some sin.s than they formerly 
were. They seem to be the sport of Satan, 
to be taken captive by him at his will. 
"They do evil, and therefore hate the 
light, neither come to the light, lest their 
deeds should be reproved." They re- 
main under the guilt and pollution of 

i their former sins, of which they have not 

repented, and they strengthen themselves 

wickedness, by joining hands with 

I those who have run the same course of 
iniquity. Let such, however, know, 
" that though hand join in hand, the 
wicked shall not be unpunished." " The 
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judgment ofsachlingereth not." "Thouj 
a sinner do evil an hundred times, and' 
his days be prolonged,"' saith the preacher, 
" yet surely I know that it shall be well 
with them that fear God, which iear be- 
fore him : but it shall not be well with 
the wicked, neither shall he prolong his 
days, which are as a shadow ; because 
he feareth not before God." 

Be admonished to flee from the ' 
to come : begin this day to pray to 
through Jesus Christ, saying, " Turn 
thou us, good Lord, and so shall we be 
turned." You may, by tlie infinite mercy 
of God, be " a brand plucked out of the 
fire."' God may magnify his mercy in 
answering your prayers, and granting 
you " repentance unto salvation, not to 
be repented of." 

Besides the general corruption of 
fallen nature, of which all the children 
Adam are subjects, there are other means 
by which Satan keeps the aged in unbe- 
lief and disobedience to the gospel 
Jesus Christ. 
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I. He suggests to the minds of many, 
doubts respecting tlie truth of the chris- 
tian religion. 

Open and avowed disbelief of the au- 
thenticity and inspiration of the Bible, is 
not so frequently found among men who 
have neglected religion all their lives, as 
l^oubts upon the subject, which they are 
at no pains to have removed. It would 
indeed be far wiser in them who enter- 
tain doubts, to propose them for reso- 
lution, than to allow them to remain 
vdHI they lead to practical unbelief and 
hardness of heart. Not any of these 
rest upon reasons which will bear exami- 
nation : and frequently an objection to 
revealed religion carries its own refuta- 
tion with it. Take an instance: the in- 
fidel denies the Bible to be inspired by 
God, or to possess any just claims to au- 
thenticity, because men, with show of 
reason, interpret its meaning so widely 
different. This objection equally lies 
against the authenticity of many ancient. 
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and some modern, writings ; the authei 
ticity of which could never be doubted, 
nor could the wisdom of those who com- 
posed them be impugned. The instances 
of opposite interpretations of written laws 
have never formed any serious objections 
to the authenticity of the statute law of 
the land. Nor will the circumstance that 
men rashly offer interpretations of the 
sacred Scriptures totally opposed to each 
other, form any valid objection to their 
authenticity and inspiration. " Ignorant 
and unlearned men wrest the Scriptures 
to their own destruction." But the Bible 
having forewarned mankind of this liberty 
which would be taken with its contents, 
retains its pretensions to be the word of 
God more 6rmly than if men had not mis- 
interpreted its meaning. After all, it is 
an admonitory truth, that " objections 
are the growth of vulgar minds,' 

The Christian, however, cannot ev 
view any arguments which seem to milit' 
tate against the truth of the Bible, as 
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divine revelation, without deep emotion. 
For if the Scriptures, though ttiey are 
admitted to coatain important truths, 
were not inspired by the Holy Ghost, 
then all the Christians hopes, both for 
time and eternity, are built upon a wrong 
foundation. The internal evidence of 
the truth of Scripture, when joined to the 
external testimony which history fur- 
nishes, form a body of evidence as satis- 
factory and consolatory to the friends 
of Revelation, as it is formidable to its 
enemies. With regard to the latter of 

lese characters, it is worthy of obser- 
'ation, that while men doubt about the 
truth of the holy Scriptures, and do 
not cordially believe that God inspired 
the prophets and apostles to write them, 

ley are the slaves of sin, — they are en- 
igled in the net of the wicked one, — 
aod they put affront upon the Saviour by 
rejecting him as " the way, the truth, and 
the life." 

O that such persons would make dili- 
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gent search before it be too late, for tM 
Bible, which they almost persuade them- 
selves to be false, will then be found 
true, when their knowledge of its trutli 
will only serve to show them the good 
they have lost, and the ruin of both soul 
and body, which by their unbelief they 
have incurred. " He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved, but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned." 

There are others, advancing in age, 
whose doubts regarding the truth of the 
Bible, as a revelation from God, do not 
extend to the whole Scriptures, but only 
to certain parts of them. They refuse to 
believe certain doctrines which the Scrip- 
tures contain. And in order to evade the 
force of them, they either deny them to 
be revealed, or they explain away the 
meaning of the terras in which they 
seem to be set forth, by false glosses and 
verbal criticism. Such doctrines as the 
following are frequently assailed :—tb^ 
divinity of Jesus Christ, — the personaKtl 
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aod divinity of the Holy Ghost, — the ne- 
cessity of divine inSuences in order to 
«ffect the conversion of men from sin to 
God, — the total corruption of human na- 
ture, — that man is justified by faith only, 
■without respect to foreseen good works,-— 
that the sole meritorious cause of man's 
salvation is the obedience and sufferings 
of Jesus Christ, — that personal holiness 
forms the capacity, and the qualification, 
for the enjoyment of eternal life, — that 
perseverance in the faith and practice of 
religion is indispensably necessary in 
.jorder to salvation. " He that eudureth 
to the end, the same shall be saved." 
Some deny the Lord who bought them, 
and others doubt whether there be a 
hell of misery for the wicked, or a heaven 
of joy for the righteous. A still greater 
number question the justice of God in 
condemning men to eternal punishment 
tor their sins, and hence they refuse to 
look to him for mercy through faith in the 
[*ediation and satisfaction of the Son of 
God. 
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While these partial denials are mad^* 
and these doubts remain, sin is clierished 
in the heart and practised in the life : plain 
duties, which God commands, are neg- 
lected, and men's consciences become 
seared as with a hot iron. Men, in 
such a state of mind, extenuate their 
guilt, refuse to make confession of their 
sins to tlie Lord, spurn the offers of the 
gospel, and refuse to join themselves to 
those who lead a christian life. There 
are men who love the world, while they 
hide from themselves this awful truth ; 
"If any man love tlie world, the love of 
tlie Father is not in him." Let those who 
entertain sceptical notions upon the sub- 
ject of religion, seriously consider with 
themselves, whether secret sin does not 
lie at the root of their objections to the 
truth of the gospel. Obedience is here 
the path to knowledge. Christ himself 
declares, " If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine ;" that is, he. , 
shall come to a clear understanding c 
truth as it is iu Jesus Christ. 
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2. Satan prevails upon some who are 
advancing in years, to neglect reli- 
gion, because of their confirmed habits 
u of sin. 

They say io tLeir heart, " we have fol- 
lowed idols, and after them will we go." 
They have become the slaves of sin, and 
they promise theuiselves happiness in its 
pursuit Tiiey have adopted a mea- 
sure, by which they judge great sins to 
be little ones, and lesser sins to be vir- 
taes. The notion of " a remedial law," 
Which will accommodate itself tothe ability 
of every one, possesses them. They deny 
the spirituality and extensive nature of 
the commandments of Gods law, as our 
Saviour has explained tljem in tlie fifth 
chapter of St. Mattthew, 21—37. Thus 
Ihey lessen their guilt, and plead for in- 
dulgence in some known transgressions, 
on the ground that they do not transgress 
often, or that they perform such good 
works, as help to atone for the otfences of 
which they are guilty. These mistake 
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the Scriptures and take encouragement, 
thougb they do not repent, from words 
like these, " Cliarity shall cover a multi- 
tude of sins." If you press upon them 
the necessity of strict piety, they bring 
before you words of Scripture misap- 
plied, " Be not righteous overmuch." 
They would make religion compatible 
with the practice of many sins. They 
say, Why should you be so strict — doth 
not the prophet ask, " What doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?" 

While they plead for their own 
they are little affected either by the mare? 
dictions of the law, or the promises of 
the gospel. They set no real value upon 
Jesus Christ, as the Saviour of sinners — 
they despise the gospel of salvation, its 
ministers, and those who are reputed as 
the saints and followers of God — they 
find most happiness when they can forget 
God, death, the grave, and a future judg- 
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I ment, which are to be followed by eternal 

[ happiness and eternal miserj. 

I If the ministers of the gospel press 
upOQ them such scriptures as these, "Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish;" "Let the wicked forsake liis 

j way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 

' and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon." 
•' Repent and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence 
fOf the Lord ;" then they turn away their 
ITS from the truth, and are turned unto 
fables. The messages of mercy excite 
the enmity of wicked men against flie 
ambassadors of Christ, more than the 
threatenings of God's anger. They flee 
from the preaching of the gospel — they 
refuse to he saved as an act of mere 
mercy on the part of God — they will not 
^believe in Jesus Christ for the remission 
■bf sins. With all their guilt upon them. 
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they endeavour to justify tlienisclves I 
fore the Lord : for *' they being ignorant 
of God's righteousness, aud going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves unto the righ- 
teousness of God." They know not, 
neither wiilthey understand, " thatChrist 
is the end of the law for righteousness, to 
every one that believeth." For the Scrip- 
ture saith, " Whosoever believeth on 
hini, shall not be ashamed ;— for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon him. For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord, shall be saved." 

Is any thing too hard for the Lord? 
He waits to be gracious to you. " To- 
day, if ye will hear his voice, hardt^n not 
your hearts." O then, *' rend your heart, 
and not your garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your God; for he Js gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil." 

3. Others of this age, excuse their neg- 
lect of religion, by setting forth tfte sins 
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of those who have professed to be under 
its influence. 

This is often a mere pretext, and has 
no solid foundation to rest upon. Exa- 
mine the case. This, or that person, who 
makes a profession of religion, is said to 
have fallen into some sin. Does it not 
frequently happen, that the report is not 
true? or if true, that the circumstances 
re not as they have been represented ? 
'Why then should the wicked take delight 
in holding up to scorn the sins of the righ- 
teous ? How few, when they think of 
the denial which Peter made of his mas- 
ter, the Lord Jesus, think of his subse- 
jquent sorrow, when " he went out, and 
-wept bitterly !" Men who object to re- 
li^OD on this ground, make no difference 
between acts of disobedience and habits 
of trangression. Thej' dwell upon the 
;sins of the saints recorded in the Bible, 
'bat they conceal from themselves the 
temporal punishments which God sent 
upon them for their sins; and the repent- 
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aoce aud obedience which they showed t 
the end of their lives. If nieu believe t 
sins of good men to have been such as t 
Scripture declares, Ihey must, in all fair- 
ness, believe their repentance and subse- 
quent holy lives, on the same authority. 

Money is so needful for the purposes 
of commerce, that men do not presently 
refuse all exchange of the precious metals, 
because some of the current coin is de- 
based. The knowledge of the fact serves 
to awaken vigilance, but it does not 
paralyze eflbrt. True and genuine reli- 
gion is absolutely needful to every oadA 
before he quits this world ; and how niuoH 
more to those who are advancing in 
years ! Tlie young indeed may die, but 
the old invst die. O then let not these 
refuse to seek true godliness, because 
many have taken np with a counterfeit of 
it. " Be not deceived, God is not mock- 
ed ; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap : he that sowetb to his fleahi 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
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that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting." 

If you do DOt begin the work of your 
salvation until all objections to the doc- 
trines of divine revelation, and to a holy 
life are removed from you, death will sur- 
prise each one of you, " Because there 
is wrath, beware lest he take thee away 
with his stroke ; then a great ransom 
cannot deliver thee. Will he esteem thy 
riches ? No, not gold, nor all the forces of 
strength." Objections to religion vanish 
before the light of divine truth, as the 
darkness before the light of the moniing. 
Your prospects may be dark, when first 
you attempt to find the way of life and 
salvation ; but you are warranted to ex- 
pect divine guidance : " But unto you 
that fear my name shall the Son of righ- 
teousness arise with healing in his wings." 
" God filleth the hungry with good things, 
but the rich he sendeth empty away." 
" Blessed are they which do hunger and 
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thirst after righteousness, for they 
be filled." 

4. Men are induced to believe thi 
those who avow their neglect of religion, 
are worthy of more regard than those who 
make a profession of it. 

We frequently hear from persons ai 
vanced in life, words of this sort 
make no profession of religion — I make 
no pretentions to be better than others ;" 
" I am no hypocrite." This language 
is put forth,— first, to form a valid ex- 
cuse for themselves in having through- 
out their whole lives, neglected the 
great salvation of God ; secoudly, it 
is intended to pass a censure upon those 
who make profession of serious piety, as 
if, in so doing, they only designed to de- 
ceive mankind. Surely in excuses of 
this kind, there is something very disin- 
genuous, and which savours so much of 
disloyalty and treason against God and 
his Son Jesus Christ, that we must fear lest 
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such persons resist the Holy Ghost, and 
are led captive by Satan at his will. 

Persons who prefer themselves to others 
on this ground, do in effect abjure the 
blessings of the covenant of grace in 
Christ Jesus, and contemn the message 
of mercy which God has sent to them ; 
" preaching peace by Jesus Christ." Is 
disobedience to the commandments of 
God, and to the gospel of Christ, no sin 
of which men should repent? It is not 
any virtue that you have been obstinate 
in sin, and unbelief, and disobedience to 
God. Sometimes, indeed, these argu- 
ments are made a pretext for the neglect 
of the duty of public worship, and those 
means of grace which God has appointed 
for the salvation of men. The greatest 
hindrance to the conversion of men, is 
their unwillingness to be turned from sin 
to God ; ■' Ye will not come unto me 
that ye might have life." 

5. There is another plea which even 
those who have neglected their souls till 
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they are advanced in years will make, and 
which seems to excuse their immediate 
attention to religion : namely, that " it is 
time enough yet." Tliey are persuaded 
to put otf repentance fora season. Those, 
however, who put off reliffioii to-day, 
under the impression that they shall be 
better disposed toward it at a future sea- 
son, labour under a delusion. The time 
may never arrive to them. The Lord, 
who has been long provoked, may say to 
each one, " This year, thou shalt die ;" 
or, *'Thou fool, this night shall thy soul 
be required of thee," If in things of this 
world, the precept is good, " Whatso- 
ever thine hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might, for there is no work, nor de- 
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom iu the 
grave, whither thou goest ;" surely id 
the great business of saving the soul, it 
applies with double force. 

The only safe guide to those who havfl 
gone astray like a sheep that is lost, is tfaf 
Holy Spirit of God, even of Him "whoa 
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loved the world, that be gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." Hear what he says to you ? " Come 
now and let us reason togetlier : though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 

hite as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool." The 

ilvatiou of sinners is entirely of grace, 
but their condemnation, in refusing to 
be saved by faith in Jesus Christ, will 
be upou their own heads. There is still 
an opportunity of mercy afforded to those 
who have hitherto " destroyed theni- 
lelves. " Now is the accepted time, dow 
is the day of salvation." May the Lord the 
Holy Ghost give you grace to hear and 
Teceive the words of his prophets. "Re- 
pent, and turn from all your transgres- 
sions, so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 
Castaway all your transgressions, where- 
by ye have transgressed ; and make you 
new heart and anew spirit; for why 
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will ye die, O house of Israel ? For I 
have DO pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth, saith the Lord God; wherefore 
turn, and live ye '* 



THE END. 
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